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Thursday, October 8, 7:30 pm
Pre-Concert Interview with Robert Kyr and Dianne Donovan, 6:30 pm
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church, Wimberley

Friday, October 9, 8:00 pm
Pre-Concert Interview with Robert Kyr and Dianne Donovan, 7:00 pm
St. Louis Catholic Church Sanctuary, Austin

Saturday, October 10, 8:00 pm
Pre-Concert Interview with Robert Kyr and Dianne Donovan, 7:00 pm
St. Louis Catholic Church Chapel, Austin

Sunday, October 11, 2:30 pm
Pre-Concert Interview with Robert Kyr and Dianne Donovan, 1:30 pm
St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Austin

Help us to protect the fullness of nature
In which we live and move and have our being.

Give us the breath of winds.
Give us the flow of waters.

Give us light.

sponsors
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Business & Foundation Sponsors

Public Funding Agencies

The Lind 
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Russell Hill Rogers 
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OPENING CHANTS

See how the arched Earth.....................................................Modern plainsong

If the day is done.....................................................................Modern plainsong

Renew his life like a flower...................................................Modern plainsong

(brief pause in silence)

A TIME FOR LIFE................... Robert Kyr (b. 1952)

An Environmental Oratorio in Three Parts (2007)	

Part I: Creation

i.	 Prologue

ii.	 Proclaiming

iii.	 Arriving

iv.	 Praising

v.	 Trembling

vi.	 Rejoicing

Part II: Forgetting

i.	 Prologue

ii.	 Supplication I: We Ignore your Word

iii.	 Witness I: Look and Behold

iv.	 Supplication II: We Devour Your Forest

v.	 Witness II: Breathe and Remember

vi.	 Supplication III: We Defile Your Oceans

vii.	 Witness III: The Survivor

viii.	 Supplication IV: We Destroy Nature

ix.	 Witness IV: Howl, You Shepherds!

x.	 Supplication V: We Pollute the Air

xi.	 Witness V: The Joyless Land

xii.	 Supplication VI: The Dying Planet

xiii.	 Witness VI: The Sacred Way

Part III: Remembering

I.	 Dance of Life

II.	 Canticle of Life

i.	 First Soliloquy

ii.	 First Canons

iii.	 Chorale (First Verse)

iv.	 Second Soliloquy

v.	 Chorale (Second Verse)

vi.	 Second Canons

vii.	 Third Soliloquy

viii.	 Chorale (Third Verse)

ix.	 Third Canons

x.	 Final Chorale

xi.	 Final Canons

xii.	 Epilogue
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A Time for Life (2007)
Program note by the composer

One of the most urgent issues facing the world today is the ecological crisis 
caused by humanity’s inability to live in harmony with the natural world. A 
Time for Life was originally created for the eight principal vocalists of Cappella 
Romana (Portland/Seattle), and it grew out of our mutual concern about the 
critical condition of the environment today. 

A Time for Life features each singer as a soloist, a chamber musician in duos 
and trios, and a chorister who is part of the expansive eight-voice texture.  
In this sense, A Time for Life is a musical play and each singer is a character 
that performs a variety of roles. This play is enacted through music and choral 
choreography, in which the movement of the performers within the acoustic 
space is a journey that illuminates the drama and meaning of the text. 

The text for A Time for Life was adapted from a wide range of intercultural 
sources that explore the relationship of humanity to nature from diverse 
perspectives. The work is structured in three large-scale parts, as follows:

• Part I: Creation. The nature of creation is celebrated through praising the 
Creator and rejoicing in the pure creative force of existence. The text was 
adapted from several sources: a Sioux prayer, an Eskimo song, Psalm 8, An 
Akathist in Praise of God’s Creation (attributed to Metropolitan Tryphon, 1934, 
but possibly written by Father Gregory Petrov who died in a Soviet prison 
camp in 1942), and the Orthodox “Service for the Environment” written  
in 1961 by the monk Gerasimos at the monastery of Skete of Little Anne  
on Mt. Athos (Greece).

• Part II: Forgetting. The second part explores humanity’s present inability 
to live in harmony with nature as “forgetting” and makes a recurrent appeal  
to the Creator: “…We forget who we are. Help us to remember…” Forgetting 
is structured in six sections and each consists of two parts – a “supplication”  
(a solo followed by canons) paired with a “witness” account (a solo aria, duo  
or trio). The sources for Part II are: the U.N. Environmental Sabbath Program, 
the Books of Jeremiah and Isaiah, the Chinook Psalter, and an Ojibway prayer, 
as well as the Orthodox “Service for the Environment.”

• Part III: Remembering. The third part begins with Dance of Life followed by 
Canticle of Life. The “dance” features a double chorus singing call-and-response 
(three women alternating with three men), whereas the “canticle” is structured 
in four large arcs, each of which contains a soliloquy (solo), a set of canons, and 
a chorale (full, eight-voice choral texture). The text sources for Part III are: a 
Pawnee/Osage/Omaha Indian song, a Navaho chant, the Book of Ecclesiastes, 
and the Orthodox “Service for the Environment.” 

As a musical play, A Time for Life is a vast journey that begins with an 
evocation of the glory of Creation (Part I), juxtaposed with humanity’s 
destructive behavior toward the environment (Part II: Forgetting). The 
potential for catastrophe is total, affecting every aspect of the ecosystem: the 
forests (Supplication & Witness II); the oceans (III); animal life (IV); the air 
we breathe (V); and the entire planet itself as plagued by corruption and abuse 
(VI). No one can escape responsibility for the condition of the earth (“My 
people are fools,/Senseless children/Who have no understanding”), especially 
those who have been ineffective as leaders (“No more will the fool be called 
noble,/For he speaks foolishly,/Planning evil in his heart”). The ruling classes 
of all nations are particularly culpable through their refusal to commit to a 
meaningful plan of action: “Howl, you shepherds, and wail!/Roll in the dust, 
leaders of the flock!/There is no flight for shepherds,/No escape for leaders  
of the flock./There is no escape!”

The final phase of the journey (Part III: Remembering) moves toward a hopeful 
future in which humanity restores its role of committed stewardship for the 
planet and thus realigns itself with the creative forces of existence. This journey 
is a spiritual one in which humankind remembers its true obligations, and 
finally “acts as one to preserve creation” (Part III: Final Chorale). 

This spiritual awakening leads to true and sustained action, as the final arc  
of the journey passes through three interconnected phases: “…remembering… 
restoring… rejoicing…” In turn, these phases lead to gratitude for all life: 
“Beauty before me…behind me…below me…above me…around me…In 
beauty it is finished…” Within this journey, I believe that music and the arts 
have a crucial role to play in transforming cynicism and negativity into the  
life-sustaining energies of creativity. It is time to abandon our collective 
fascination with division and separation, and to choose the way of unity  
and wholeness – indeed, it is a time for life. —Robert Kyr

Opening Chants
The concert opens with simple and reflective chant settings by Craig Hella 
Johnson to texts of inspirational Bengali poet and 1913 Nobel laureate 
Rabindranath Tagore and 17th-century English metaphysical poet Andrew 
Marvell. The beautiful references to the natural world found in their mystical 
poetry are a fitting companion and prelude to Robert Kyr’s larger work.
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TEXTS

Opening Chants

See how the arched Earth does here rise…

If the day is done, if birds sing no more, if the wind has
flagged tired, then draw the veil of darkness thick upon me,
even as thou hast wrapt the earth with the coverlet of sleep
and tenderly closed the petals of the drooping lotus at dusk.

See how the arched Earth does here rise…

From the traveller, whose sack of provisions is empty before
the voyage is ended, whose garment is torn and dust-laden, 
whose strength is exhausted, remove shame and poverty, and
renew his life like a flower under the cover of thy kindly night. 

See how the arched Earth does here rise…

The day is no more, the shadow is upon the earth. It is time
That I go to the stream to fill my pitcher.

The evening air is eager with the sad music of the water.
Ah, it calls me out into the dusk. In the lonely lane there is no
passer by, the wind is up, the ripples are rampant in the river.

I know not if I shall come back home. I know not whom I 
shall chance to meet. There at the fording in the little boat 
the unknown man plays upon his lute. 

				    —Rabindranath Tagore

See how the arched Earth does here 
Rise in a perfect Hemisphere!
The stiffest Compass could not strike
A line more circular and like;
Nor softest Pensel draw a Brow.

So equal as this Hill does bow.
It seems as for a Model laid,
And that the World by it was made.

 			   —Andrew Marvell 

Renew his life like a flower under the cover of thy kindly night. 

(brief pause in silence)

A Time for Life

Vocalists: S1 = Soprano I; S2 = Soprano II/Mezzo-soprano; 
A1 = Alto 1; A2 = Alto II; T1 = Tenor I; T2 = Tenor II;  
B1 = Bass I/Baritone; B2 = Bass II.

Textual Sources: The composite text for A Time for Life is adapted 
from the following sources: a Sioux prayer, an Eskimo song, the 
Chinook Psalter, an Ojibway prayer, a Pawnee/Osage/Omaha Indian 
song, a Navaho chant, the Orthodox “Service for the Environment,” 
An Akathist in Praise of God’s Creation (Orthodox), United Nations 
Environmental Sabbath Program, Psalm 8, Book of Jeremiah, Book  
of Isaiah, Book of Ecclesiastes, and original texts by the composer.

Part I: CREATION
i. Prologue. [Instrumental]

ii. Proclaiming.
[T2:] O Lord,
You are the light of those in darkness,
And my spirit sings your praises:
Glory for calling us into being.
--{Adapted, Orthodox “Service for the Environment”}

iii. Arriving.
[T2:] O Lord,
How wonderful is your name
In all the earth!
--{Adapted, Psalm 8:1}
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Glory for creating the beauty of the universe;
Glory for your eternity within this fleeting world;
Glory for each step in our life journey…
--{Adapted, An Akathist in Praise of God’s Creation}

iv. Praising.
 [S2:] O our Father, the Sky, hear us
And make us strong.
[T2:] Glory
For the natural world through which
We live and move and have our being.
[T1:] O our Mother, the Earth, hear us
And give us support.
[T2:] Glory
For the flowering earth
Filled with plants and trees.
[A1:] O Spirit of the East,
Send us your Wisdom.
[T2:] Glory
For the seas, vast and wide,
And all the creatures within.
[BI:] O Spirit of the South,
May we tread your path of life.
[T2:] Glory
For all animals and living things,
Both great and small.
[A2:] O Spirit of the West,
May we always be ready 
For the long journey.
[T2:] Glory
For beautiful weather 
And flourishing seasons.
[BII:] O Spirit of the North, purify us
With your cleansing winds.
[T2:] Glory
For the breath of winds
And the flow of waters.
[T2:] --{Adapted, Orthodox “Service for the Environment”}
[The others:] --{Adapted, Sioux Prayer}

v. Trembling.
[S1:] The great sea has set me in motion,
Set me adrift,
And I move as a weed in the river.
O the arch of sky
And mightiness of storms
Encompasses me,
And I am left
Trembling with joy.
--{Adapted, Eskimo Song}
[T2:] O Lord,
Glory to You
For the joy of moving and seeing and living.

vi. Rejoicing.
[All:] Glory
From age to age.
--{Adapted, An Akathist in Praise of God’s Creation}

Part II: FORGETTING
i. Prologue. [Instrumental]

ii. Supplication I: We Ignore Your Word
[S1:] O God:
We ignore your Word
Serving only ourselves.
--{Adapted, Orthodox “Service for the Environment”}
[T2:] We forget who we are.
[S1+T2:] Help us to remember.
--{Adapted, U.N. Environmental Sabbath Program}

iii. Witness I: Look and Behold
My people are fools,
Senseless children
Who have no understanding;
They are wise in evil,
And do not know
How to do good.
I look at the earth,
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It is waste and void;
Look and behold: many are dying,
Even the birds fly away!
Look and behold:
Our gardens are deserts.
--{Adapted, Jeremiah 4: 22-26}

iv. Supplication II: We Devour Your Forest
[T2:] O Creator:
We devour your forest,
Turning land into pavement.
[S1:] We forget who we are.
[Ensemble:] Help us to remember.

v. Witness II: Breathe and Remember
Our garden was so diverse:
Plants from so many families,
So many colors, fragrances.
Basil, mint, lavender,
God help me to remember;
Raspberry, Apple, Rose,
God fill my heart with love;
Dill, anise, tansy,
Holy winds blow through me;
Rhododendron, zinnia,
May my prayer be beautiful.
O God, may my remembrance
Be as incense to thee,
As I breathe and remember
The ancient forests of earth.
--{Adapted, Chinook Psalter}

vi. Supplication III: We Defile Your Oceans
[S1:] O Creator:
We defile your oceans,
Harming and killing sea life.
[T2:] We forget who we are.
[Ensemble:] Help us to remember.

vii. Witness III: The Survivor
Woe to those who call evil good,
And good evil;
Who change darkness into light,
And light into darkness;
Who change bitter into sweet,
And sweet into bitter!
Woe to those who are wise in their own sight,
Who deprive the just man of his rights.
--{Adapted, Isaiah 25:20-25}
No more will the fool be called noble,
For he speaks foolishly,
Planning evil in his heart.
But the noble man plans noble deeds
And by noble deeds, he survives.
--{Adapted, Isaiah 32: 5-8}

viii. Supplication IV: We Destroy Nature
[T2:] O Creator:
We destroy nature,
Extinguishing animal life.
[S1:] We forget who we are.
[Ensemble:] Help us to remember.

ix. Witness IV: Howl, You Shepherds!
Howl, you shepherds, and wail!
Roll in the dust, leaders of the flock!
There is no flight for shepherds,
No escape for leaders of the flock.
There is no escape!
--{Adapted, Jeremiah 25: 34-38}
“Woe to those who mislead
And scatter the flock of my pasture;
You have not cared for them,
And you will suffer for your evil deeds,
For your evil heart.”
--{Adapted, Jeremiah 23: 1-4}
Howl, you shepherds, and wail!
Roll in the dust, leaders of the flock!
There is no flight for shepherds,
No escape for leaders of the flock.
--{Adapted, Jeremiah 25: 34-38}
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x. Supplication V: We Pollute the Air
[A1:] O Creator:
We pollute your air,
Spreading death and disease.
[T2:] We forget who we are.
[Ensemble:] Help us to remember.

xi. Witness V: The Joyless Land
The earth is laid waste;
Stripped and barren.
The world is polluted
Because of its inhabitants,
Who have broken too many laws.
They who dwell on earth turn pale,
And only a few good people are left.
Silent, the cheerful timbrels;
Ended, the cry of jubilation;
Still is the dancing harp.
Broken down is the city of chaos:
Every joy has left the land.
--{Adapted, Isaiah 24: 3-20}

xii. Supplication VI: The Dying Planet
[T2:] O Creator:
Your planet is dying
From our corruption and abuse.
[A1:] We forget who we are.
[Ensemble:] Help us to remember.

xiii. Witness VI: The Sacred Way
O Creator:
Look at our brokenness.
In all creation,
Only the human family
Has strayed from the Sacred Way.
We are divided
And must come back together again
To walk as one in wholeness.
O Creator,
O Sacred One:
Teach us love, compassion, and honor,

So we may heal the earth.
So we may heal each other.
--{Adapted, Ojibway Prayer}

Part III: REMEMBERING
I. Dance of Life
A time for all seasons
Under heaven:
A time to live
And a time to die;
A time to plant
And a time to harvest;
A time to rend
And a time to sew;
A time to hurt
And a time to heal;
A time to seek
And a time to lose;
A time to embrace
And a time to reject;
A time to remember
And a time to forget;
A time to cry
And a time to laugh;
A time to love
And a time to hate.

A time to give
And a time to take;
A time to destroy
And a time to create;
A time for action
And a time for thought;
A time for war
And a time for peace;
A time to mourn
And a time to dance;
A time for silence
And a time for music—
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A time for life
And only life.
--{Adapted, Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8}

II. Canticle of Life
i. First Soliloquy
[A1:] O Lord:
Help me to remember who I am,
Guide me to preserve your creation.
Lead me to greater life.
--{Adapted, Orthodox “Service for the Environment”}

ii. First Canons
[Ensemble:] Help me to remember who I am…

iii. Chorale, First Verse
[All:] Remember, remember the circle of the sky:
The stars and the brown eagle,
The supernatural winds
Breathing night and day
From the four directions.
--{Adapted, Pawnee/Osage/Omaha Indian Song}

iv. Second Soliloquy
[T2:] O Creator:
Guide us to preserve your creation.
Help us to protect the fullness of nature
In which we live and move and have our being.
Give us the breath of winds.
Give us the flow of waters.
Give us light.
--{Adapted, Orthodox “Service for the Environment”}

v. Chorale, Second Verse
[All:] Remember, remember the great life of the sun:
Breathing on the earth,
Falling upon earth,
Bringing out life from the earth—
Life covering the earth.
--{Adapted, Pawnee/Osage/Omaha Indian Song}

vi. Second Canons
House made of dawn.
House made of evening light.
House made of the dark cloud.
House made of male rain.
House made of dark mist.
House made of female rain.
House made of pollen.
--{Adapted, Navaho Chant}

vii. Third Soliloquy
[A1:] O Master:
Help us to remember
The holiness of your creation.
Guide us to preserve
The majesty of nature.
--{Adapted, Orthodox “Service for the Environment”}

viii. Chorale, Third Verse
[All:] Remember, remember the holiness of life:
The running streams and dwellings,
The young within the nest,
A hearth for sacred fire,
The holy flame.
--{Adapted, Pawnee/Osage/Omaha Indian Song}

ix. Third Canons
Restore my feet for me.
Restore my legs for me.
Restore my body for me.
Restore my mind for me.
Restore my voice for me.
--{Adapted, Navaho Chant}

x. Final Chorale
O Holy One:
Give peace to all nations
And understanding in all things,
So we may act as one
To preserve your creation.
--{Adapted, Orthodox “Service for the Environment”}
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xi. Final Canons
Rejoicing may I walk.
Rejoicing, with abundant dark clouds, may I walk.
Rejoicing, with abundant showers, may I walk.
Rejoicing, with abundant plants, may I walk.
Rejoicing, on a trail of pollen, may I walk.
--{Adapted, Navaho Chant}

xii. Epilogue
May it be beautiful before me.
May it be beautiful behind me.
May it be beautiful below me.
May it be beautiful above me.
May it be beautiful all around me.
In beauty it is finished.
Beauty before me…
Beauty behind me…
Beauty below me…
Beauty above me…
Beauty around me…
T2: Remember…
--{Adapted, Navaho Chant}

Artistic Personnel
Craig Hella Johnson, Artistic Director & Conductor
Rick Gabrillo, Assistant Conductor

Company of Voices

Soprano
Abigail H. Lennox (SI)
Nina Revering (SII) 

Alto
Emily Lodine (AI)
Elizabeth Petillot (AII) 

Tenor
Carr Hornbuckle (TI)
David Farwig (TII)

Bass
Paul Max Tipton (BI)
Glenn Miller (BII) 

Faith DeBow, rehearsal pianist

String Ensemble

Violin 
Stephen Redfield
 
Viola
Suzanna Giordano Gignac
 
Cello
Myron Lutzke
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About Robert Kyr

Robert Kyr (b. 1952) is a composer, writer, and filmmaker. He has created 

twelve symphonies, three chamber symphonies, three violin concerti, 

chamber music, and a wide range of works for vocal ensembles of all types. 

He has received commissions from numerous music organizations including 

Chanticleer (San Francisco), Cantus (Minneapolis), San Francisco Symphony 

Chorus, New England Philharmonic, Oregon Symphony, Yale Symphony, 

Cleveland Chamber Symphony, New West Symphony (Los Angeles), Third 

Angle (Portland), California EAR Unit (Los Angeles), Harvard-Radcliffe 

Collegium Musicum, Yale Camerata, Oregon Repertory Singers, Cappella 

Nova (Scotland), Revalia (Estonia), Putni (Latvia), Moscow State Chamber 

Choir (Russia), Ensemble Project Ars Nova, Back Bay Chorale (Boston), 

Harvard Glee Club, Radcliffe Choral Society, and San Francisco Symphony 

Youth Orchestra among others.

Kyr’s music has been commissioned through many foundations and 

organizations, including Paul G. Allen Foundation, National Endowment for 

the Arts (NEA), Meet the Composer, Chamber Music America, Scottish Arts 

Council, Canada Council, Estonian Choral Society, Nagasaki Peace Museum, 

Telarc International, Chase Foundation (Boston), New England Foundation 

for the Arts, Hopkins Arts Center (Dartmouth), Oregon Regional Arts and 

Culture Council, Oregon Humanities Center, and Massachusetts Council  

for the Arts and Humanities.

Three compact discs of Kyr’s music are currently available through New Albion 

Records: “Violin Concerto Trilogy” (NA 126); “Unseen Rain” (NA 075), and 

“The Passion according to Four Evangelists” (NA 098). In addition, his music 

has been featured on several compilation discs including “Celestial Light: 

Music by Hildegard von Bingen and Robert Kyr” (Telarc CD 80456), “The 

Fourth River: The Millennium Revealed” (Telarc CD 80534), and “Strange 

Attractors: New American Music for Piano” (Albany Records CD TROY 231).

Kyr holds degrees from Yale (B.A., 1974), University of Pennsylvania  

(M.A., 1978), and Harvard (Ph.D., 1989). He has held teaching positions 

in composition and theory at Yale, UCLA, Hartt School of Music, Aspen 

Music School, and the Longy School of Music in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 

where he was the Director of Compositional Studies. Currently, he is Professor 

of Composition and Theory at the University of Oregon School of Music, 

where he has developed new models for teaching composition. In addition to 

teaching, Kyr directs the Oregon Bach Festival Composers Symposium, the 

Music Today Festival, the Pacific Rim Gamelan, and the Vanguard Concert 

and Series. Robert Kyr can be contacted at rkyr@uoregon.edu.
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About Conspir are
The word “conspirare” derives from the Latin “con” and “spirare”

 translated as “to breathe together.”

Conspirare was founded in 1991 as the New Texas Festival to present a 

summer classical music festival in Austin, Texas. Since then, the organization 

has grown rapidly to become an internationally recognized, professional 

choral organization that combines outstanding vocal artistry with innovative 

programming. Led by founder and artistic director Craig Hella Johnson, 

Conspirare is comprised of two performing ensembles and an educational 

program. A chamber choir (“Conspirare”) of extraordinarily talented  

singers from around the country is presented in an annual concert series in 

Austin, other Texas communities, and locations in the U.S. and abroad.  

The Conspirare Symphonic Choir of both professional and volunteer singers 

performs at least one large choral/orchestral work annually. The Conspirare 

Youth Choirs is an education and performance program for singers ages 8-16, 

who learn and perform in two separate ensembles, Kantorei and the Conspirare 

Children’s Choir. 

Conspirare produced its first commercial recording, through the green fuse, 

in 2004 on the Clarion Records label. A second CD, Requiem, also on Clarion, 

was released in 2006 and received two Grammy® nominations (Best Choral 
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Performance and Best Engineered Album, Classical). A third recording, 

Threshold of Night, was released worldwide on September 9, 2008 on the 

Harmonia Mundi label, Conspirare’s first title for the distinguished recording 

company. Threshold of Night received two Grammy nominations, Best Choral 

Performance and Best Classical Album. In October 2008, in cooperation with 

Austin’s public television station KLRU, Conspirare filmed a PBS television 

special, “A Company of Voices: Conspirare in Concert,” that was broadcast 

nationally in March 2009 and is available on both CD and DVD.

Conspirare has performed at New York’s Carnegie Hall and Lincoln Center. 

In 2005, the organization received the “Margaret Hillis Award for Choral 

Excellence,” presented by Chorus America. As one of the select choruses  

in the country to receive a grant from the National Endowment for the Arts 

for its American Masterpieces initiative, Conspirare presented “Crossing the 

Divide: Exploring Influence and Finding Our Voice.” The four-day festival  

in January 2007 featured a distinguished gathering of composers and 

conductors, performances of three world premieres, and a gala closing concert 

with a choir of 600 singers. In July 2008 Conspirare represented the United 

States at the Eighth World Symposium on Choral Music in Copenhagen, 

joining invited choirs from nearly forty countries.

The Conspirare ensembles’ 2009-2010 season consists of 25 performances of 

eight different programs, in Austin, Wimberley, Fredericksburg, San Antonio 

and Victoria. In February 2010 Conspirare will be a special guest choir at the 

annual convention of the American Choral Directors Association/Eastern 

Division in Philadelphia. 
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About Craig Hella Johnson

Renowned as one of the most influential voices in choral conducting in the 

United States, Craig Hella Johnson brings a depth of knowledge, artistic 

sensitivity and imagination to his programs. As founder and Artistic Director 

of Conspirare, Johnson has assembled some of the finest singers in the country 

to form a world-class, award-winning organization committed to creating 

dynamic choral art.

In addition to his work with Conspirare, Johnson also serves as Music Director

Laureate and Conductor of the Victoria Bach Festival, an annual event that 

draws musicians and critical praise from around the country. Of Johnson’s 

performance of Beethoven’s Missa Solemnis, Mike Greenberg of the San Antonio 

Express-News wrote: “Through all the amazing ebbs and flows of dynamics, the 

radiant balances, the seamless connection of episodes, the theatrically astute 

tempo relations, the unified structural arc, the music shone forth with organic 

naturalness. Nothing sounded fussed over. Everything just sounded right.”
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Johnson served as Director of Choral Activities at the University of Texas  

in Austin (1990-2001), where he led the graduate program in conducting.  

He was artistic director of San Francisco-based Chanticleer (1998-1999) 

and has served as guest conductor with the Austin Symphony, San Antonio 

Symphony, Santa Fe Symphony, Chicago’s Music of the Baroque, and the 

Berkshire Choral Festival. In September 2009 Johnson travelled to Taiwan  

to conduct the Taipei Male Choir.

Praised by audiences and critics, Johnson’s programs are hailed as thought-

provoking musical journeys. One unique aspect of Johnson’s programming is 

his signature “collage” style: through-composed programs that marry music 

and poetry to seamlessly blend sacred and secular, classical and contemporary. 

In 2006 he was engaged to create a special peace-themed collage program  

for the North Central ACDA convention. He was also engaged by the St. Olaf 

Choir to create and conduct a collage program during a five-week residency 

with the choir in spring 2007. 

A composer and arranger, Johnson is an editor with G. Schirmer Publishing. 

He is working on a choral series featuring specially selected composers as well 

as some of his original compositions and arrangements. His works are also 

published by Alliance Music Publications. Also an accomplished vocalist and 

pianist, he released his first solo CD, “Thorns on the Rose,” in 2008 on the 

Booker Music label.

Johnson’s distinctive style and commitment to the choral art led him to be 

honored with several awards including 2008 induction into the Austin Arts 

Hall of Fame and the 2009 Louis Botto Award for Innovative Action and 

Entrepreneurial Zeal, given by Chorus America.

A native of Minnesota, Johnson studied at St. Olaf College, the Juilliard 

School, and the University of Illinois and earned his doctorate at Yale 

University. As the recipient of a National Arts Fellowship, Johnson  

studied with Helmuth Rilling at the International Bach Academy  

in Stuttgart, Germany.
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Board  
of Directors
Fran Collmann, Chair
Robert J. Karli, Vice Chair
Bernadette Tasher, Treasurer
Robert Harlan, Secretary
Jack Brannon
David Clark
Larry Collmann
Jeri DeAngelis
Patrick L. DeLaune
Tom Driscoll
Ann Fields
Cynthia P. Keever
Katie Curran-Lavendoski
Hope Morgan
Louise Morse
E. Stuart Phillips
Hon. Bea Ann Smith
Mary Stephenson

Advisory 
Board
Stephen Aechternacht
John Aielli
Sue Barnes
Mark Bierner
Ray Brimble
David Burger
David Claflin
Virginia Dupuy
Maydelle Fason
JoLynn Free
Billy Gammon
Vance George
Helen Hays
Dan Herd
William B. Hilgers
Wayne Holtzman 
Cassandra James
Judith Jellison
Bob Murphy
Lynn Murphy
Gayle Glass Roche
Nancy Scanlan
Russell Schulz
Angela Smith
Louann Temple
Eva Womack

Austin Environmental 
Organizations
Conspirare is pleased to partner with these Austin-area environmental 
organizations in conjunction with this concert. Please visit them on the  
Web to learn about their activities that preserve and enhance our area’s  
natural environment.

Austin Climate Protection Program
www.coolaustin.org

Camp Fire USA
www.campfireusabalcones.org

Lady Bird Johnson Wildflower Center
Increasing the sustainable use and conservation of native wildflowers, plants  
and landscapes.
www.wildflower.org

Sierra Club
Promoting environmental education and environmental justice, and fulfilling a 
mission to explore, enjoy, and protect our Texas natural heritage and to protect 
public health.
http://lonestar.sierraclub.org/

Texas River School
Keeping our kids and rivers healthy.
http://texasriverschool.org/

Artistic &  
Administrative 
Staff
Craig Hella Johnson
Artistic Director

Melissa J. Eddy
Interim Managing Director
Communications & Grants Manager

Katie Apple
Executive Assistant to the Artistic Director

Tamara Blanken
Ticketing & Online Services Manager

Cynthia Densmore
Finance Manager

Rick Gabrillo
Production Manager
Director, Conspirare Youth Choirs

Wravan Godsoe
Administrative/Box Office Assistant

Robert Harlan
Production Coordinator

Meri Krueger
Artist Relations

Nina Revering
Director, Conspirare Youth Choirs

Nicki Turman
House Manager
Operations Assistant
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Conspir are Audio  
& Video Recordings
“A Company of Voices: Conspirare in Concert” – available on CD and DVD
PBS show, nationally broadcast in March 2009

“Thorns on the Rose” – Craig Hella Johnson’s first solo CD

 “Threshold of Night” – Two 2009 Grammy nominations
Conspirare sings the music of Tarik O’Regan

“Requiem”– Now reissued on the Harmonia Mundi Label
Two 2007 Grammy nominations

“through the green fuse” – A favorite collection featuring several spirituals

“Angel Be” (2 CDs) – A collection of favorite live recordings by Cynthia Clawson 
and Craig Hella Johnson, including four previously unreleased selections

“Crossing the Divide: Exploring Influence and Finding Our Voice” (2 CDs) – Recorded 
during the NEA sponsored American Masterpieces Festival in January 2007

 
Christmas at the Carillon
	 “Lay Me Low” (2008)

“Love Again” (2007)
“Love Calls You” (2006)
“I Still Love You” (2 CDs - 2005)
“Always” (2 CDs - 2004)
“Nearer” (2003) 
“Where Does Morning Lie?” (2002) 
“Back to the Garden” (2001) 
“Home” (2000)

American Choral Directors Association National Convention (New York, 2003) 
Concert CD
Concert DVD

American Choral Directors Association-North Central Division Convention (Omaha, 2006) 
“Peace Concert” CD (2 CDs)
Closing Concert CD
Closing Concert DVD

“Hidden Music” (2006 - mono) 

To order, please call (512) 476-5775; hear samples at www.conspirare.org.

enclosed is my tax-deductible gift in the amount of $   

i pledge a gift of $					      to paid in full by june 30, 2010.  

	 choose one:  

	 please charge my credit card $           per month for #         months, begininning       /      /  		                                                                                                                                                 date 

	 i will pay by check $           per month for #         months  

need a different pledge plan? please call us at (512) 476-5775 to arrange.

Payment Information:
❑ check payable to conspirare

credit card ❑ discover ❑ mc ❑ visa ❑ amex

name on card   

card number  

security code expiration date   

signature  
			   must be signature of cardholder

name  
	  as you wish to be acknowledged in conspirare publications

address  

city	  state	  zip  

daytime phone ( )	   

e-mail  

employer  

Does your employer support the arts with matching gifts? If so, please enclose the completed form along with your payment.

Mail to Conspirare, 1033 La Posada Drive, Suite 130, Austin, TX 78752. Conspirare is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization.  
Donations are tax-deductible to the fullest extent of the law. Thank you for your generous support of Conspirare.

Leadership Circle
Maestro Circle.....................................$25,000+
Impresario Circle................$15,000 — $24,999
Benefactor Circle................$10,000 — $14,999
Platinum Baton Circle............$5,000 — $9,999
Golden Baton Circle...............$2,500 — $4,999
Silver Baton Circle..................$1,000 — $2,499

Circle of Friends
Sponsors.......................................$500 — $999
Patrons..........................................$250 — $499
Sustainers......................................$100 — $249
Donors................................................Up to $99

Support Conspirare
Conspirare invites you to join our family of donors by supporting the 2009-10 
season. Your contribution supports our gift of music through performances of the 
highest artistic quality and through educational and outreach programs, including 
the Conspirare Youth Choirs.
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Leadership Circle

Maestro Circle (25k+)
City of Austin Cultural  
	 Arts Division
Fran & Larry Collmann
The Kodosky Foundation
National Endowment  
	 for the Arts
South Texas Money 
Management

Impresario Circle (15-25k)
William R. Dickson
Gayle Glass Roche
Carolyn & Marc Seriff
Tescom, Inc.

Benefactor Circle (10-15K)
Anonymous (1)
Austin Community 
Foundation
Ray & Karen Brimble
Ken & Joyce Beck Family 
Fund
Joe & Cynthia Cain
GE Foundation
Robert & Lara Harlan
Robert & Trish Karli
Carolyn J. Keating
Jeff & Gail Kodosky
Caren Prothro
Russell Hill Rogers Fund 
	 for the Arts
Rick & Jill Salwen
Still Water Foundation

Platinum Baton Circle (5-10)
CenTex Beverage
David & Catherine Clark
Thomas Driscoll & Nancy 
Quinn
Mary Nell Frucella
Keating Family Foundation
Cynthia Keever
Wendi & Brian Kushner

KMFA – 89.5 FM
KUT – 90.5 FM
Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation
Perkins-Prothro Foundation
Susan & Forest Rees
Louise Reeser
Shoehorn Design
The Rachael & Ben  
	 F. Vaughan Foundation
Ben & Daphne Vaughan

Golden Baton Circle  
(2500-5k)
Anonymous (1)
Cindy & Chic Bain
William C. Bednar &  
	 Flo Ann Randle
Clark, Thomas & Winters
Jeri DeAngelis
Patrick DeLaune &  
	 Sadaf Khan 
	 In honor of Robert Harlan
The Fetzer Institute
Cindy Keever
Louise Morse
Stu Phillips
Linda Ramsey
Sara & Scott Reichardt
Donna & Christy Salinas
William Schleuse
Honorable Bea Ann Smith
Texas Commission on the Arts

Silver Baton Circle  
(1-2499k)
Anonymous (2)
Eva Andries
Margaret & Robert Ayres
Robert & Pat Brueck
Amelia Bullock & Bill 
Krumpack
Dan Bullock & Annette 
Carlozzi
Richard Campbell
Janet Carlson Campbell
Pablo Cardenas
Janis & David Claflin

Jerry Craft
Crutch & Danna Crutchfield
Bryan Dunkin
Robert & Virginia Dupuy
Melissa Eddy &  
	 Tracy Schiemenz
Rev. Dr. Ann Fields
Balie J. & Beverly Griffith
Tom Grimes & Karen Kibler
Carolyn Harris-Hynson
Richard Hartgrove & 
	 Gary Cooper
Helen & Bob Hays
Jane Hilfer
Timothy Koock
John & Katie Lavendoski
Jodi Lazar & Michael 
Nussbaum
Eric Leibrock
The Lind Family Foundation
Lee Manford
Joyce Mayer
Kevin & Debe McKeand
Janet Miller
Hope Morgan
Bob & Lynn Murphy
Anne Nagelkirk & Jason Orr
William Nemir
Carlisle Pearson
Ann Praderus & Tony Vance
Nancy Scanlan
Gene Alice & Max Sherman
Angela & Charles Smith
David C. Smith
Dian & Harlan Stai
Mary Stephenson
James Stolpa
Syzygy Marketing
Bernadette Tasher
Kerry Tate & Susan Rieff
tiki2.com, Christopher 
Novosad
Anne & William Wagner
WaxmanCavnerLawson
Eva & Marvin Womack
Lucia & Paul Woodruff

Circle of Friends
Sponsors (500-999)
Austin Party Rental
Susan Barnes
Klaus Bichteler & Mary Parse
Karen & Mike Blizzard
Jeff & Ann Bomer
Jack Brannon & Brian Miller
John & Trina Braun
David Burger
Chez Zee
Kathy & David Clem
Gwen & Dean Collmann
Natasha & David Collmann
Robert Dailey
Nell & Al Dale
Rena & Richard D’Souza
Pam Elrod
Greg Edens &  
	 Dorothy Drummer 
	 In honor of the 
	 Hon. Bea Ann Smith
Cassandra Ewer
Sam & Maydelle Fason
Gwen & Bruce Flory
R. John & Susan Fox
Gregory & JoLynn Free
Cheryl Fuller
Walter & Ann Herbst
Van & Jeanne Hoisington
Robert E. Hollingsworth
Nancy & Bobby R. Inman
Diane Ireson
Jane Jackson
Eric Leibrock  
	 In memory of Helen Lea
Mark Levy
Kati Lewis
Sheila Lummis
Micro-Bac International
Linda Monk
Tom & Mary Sue Koontz 
Nelson
Karen Ann Norris
Richard E. Orton
Honorable Robert Pitman
The Prodicus Group
Milbrey & Bev Raney
Jerome Ravel
Dick & Lynn Rew
Sally & Andy Ritch
Jack & Susan Robertson
Michal Rosenberger
Larry Sager
Pieter & Frances Schenkkan
Nan Seiden
Kay Sherrill
Mary Smith & Walter Stewart
Anna Sorensen
Patty Speier &  
	 Charles Woodruff

LaFern & Virgil Swift
Lois VanLaningham
Catherine & David Wildermuth
James Winkle

Patrons (250-499)
Sandi Aitken
Bob & Marcia Bailey
Ken & Joyce Beck
Mark Biemer & 
	 Cassandra James
Linda Ball & Forrest Preece
Patrick & Cindy Behling
Ola Bell
Leah Billingsley
Pat Black
Nancy Bowman
Evelyn Boyer
Pierre & Nancy Bulhon
Toni & Paul Burns
Judy Cardinale
Rita Carlson
Paula & Stuart Damore
Peggy Daniel
Nancy & Jimmy Davis
Nina Di Leo  
	 In memory of Dottie Welton
Will Dibrell & Beverly Bajema
Susan Nash Fekety
Steve Gilbert
Homer & Glenda Goehrs
John Griffin
Paul Guttrey
Janet Harman
Leroy & Karen Haverlah
Anne & Jim Hester
Joan & Wayne Holtzman
Carr Hornbuckle & Jack Leifer
H. David & Jan Hughes  
	 In honor of the 
	 Hon. Bea Ann Smith
IBM
Judith Jellison & Robert Duke
John Griffin & Lynn Knaupp
Morris & Marge Johnson
Steve Kahle  
	 In honor of Glenda Goehrs
Janie Keys & Ivan Milman
Joan Kobayashi
Cynthia & Greg Kozmetsky
Nicole Lamartine
Jill & Roger Lane
Bill & Lou Ann Lasher
May Latson
Josh Lauer
Nora Lieberman
W. Jackson & Carolyn Long
Sue & Mike Maine
Arthur & Patricia McCormick  
	 In honor of the 
	 Hon. Bea Ann Smith

Vance McMahan
Margaret Menicucci &  
	 Michael Whellan
Glenn Miller
Ann Moody
Laura Moore
Rebecca A. Muniz
Douglas Nelson
Patty Olwell
Brian & Lynn Powell
Flo Ann Randle
Lari & Tom Rogge
Brian Sands  
	 HQ83 In memory 
	 of Rick Reynolds
Peter Schram & Harry Ullmann
Russell E. Schulz
Suzanne & John Shore
James Shultz MD
Brenda Smith
Margo Smith
Jim Sotiros
Janice & John Spence
Mary Stumberg
Meredith Thomas &  
	 Walter Stroup
Thomas Graphics
Erich Vollmer
Connie & Robert Webb
Frankie Westbrook

Sustainers (100-249)
Claudia & Stephen 
Aechternacht
Shannon Armstrong
Ann Bahan
Brick & Laura Balvanz
Janette Barlow
Steven Beebe
Bridgette Beinecke
Anne Bertholf
Amy Blair
Bette & Whitney Bodman
Pam Boerst
Billye Jean Brown
Jo & George Brown
Tracy Bruno
Amy Bumpus
Judy Bush
James Campbell
Chris & J. Dennis Cavner
Patricia Cherico
Thomas Collins	
Maria Corbett
Becky & Cory Cox
Marie Crane & Bill Kelly
Lisa & Eric Craven
Cina M. Crisara
James & Glenda Crout
Karel Dahmen
Paula D’Arcy

donors
Gifts to Conspirare provide financial support for concerts, recordings, educational 
programs, and outreach activities. The following roster of donors includes cash and 
in-kind gifts received from individuals, family and private foundations, businesses, 
and government agencies between July 1, 2008 and September 30, 2009.  
We express our gratitude to each and every one of our donors.
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thank you
Andrew Yates Photography
Austin American Statesman – Jeanne 
Claire van Ryzin
Austin Chronicle – Robert Faires, Michael 
Kellerman
Austin Lyric Opera
Bruce Biermann
Blanton Museum of Art
Anne & Sam Byars *
Ann Byrd
Chris Cavner
Chez Zee
David & Catherine Clark *
Clark, Thomas & Winters
Josie Coiner 
Fran & Larry Collmann *
Anne & Ray Ellison
Michelle Fisher
Mary Gifford
Kathryn Govier
Helen & Bob Hays
Jeanne Henry
Will Hornaday, Shoehorn Design 
KGSR-FM – Max Appling, Gary Weaver, 
Bryan Beck
KMFA-FM – Joan Kobayashi, Dianne 
Donovan & Jeffrey Blair
KUT-FM – John Aielli
Robert Kyr
Bill & Lou Ann Lasher*
Long Center for the Performing Arts
Ed & Eileen Lundy
Marty McAllister
Nancy Michalewicz 
Christopher Novosad, Tiki2.com
Philip Overbaugh
Thom Pavlechko
Diana Phillips 
Bea Ann Smith*
South Texas Money Management
St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Austin
St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, Austin – 
Jean Fuller
Mary Stephenson & David Minter *

Bernadette Tasher *
TesCom
Texas Choral Consort
Veryan & Greg Thompson
UT-Austin Texas Performing Arts
Victoria Bach Festival
Carol Walker

Wimberley
2-H Marketing – Betsy Landaker, Jay 
Strickler
Leah Dunaway
Kevin Gilley
Elayne Leidecker
St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church
Jill Sandidge

* Special thanks to Artist  
Hospitality Volunteers

Richard J. Davis
Faith DeBow
Dell
Robin & Karl Dent
Derrick Dodge
Dianne Donovan &  
	 Mitch Watkins
Robert M. Draper
Sharon Duboise
James Dunn
Barbara Durham
James Elrod
Janet Faulkner
Merle & Ginna Franke
Joetta & Gregg Freeby
Dana Friis-Hansen &  
	 Mark Holzbach
Caroline Frommhold
Anneliese & Robert Geis
Sue George
Marlene & William Glade
David & Kay Goff
Graves, Dougherty, Hearon  
	 & Moody
Andrew Gray
Gary Greenblum
Stephen & Stefanie Griffith
Sam & Suzanne Haddad
Sally Hamilton
Lewis Hoffacker
Betty Holmes
Jeffrey Hudson &  
	 Robert Blodgett
Melissa Huebsch
B.J. & Constance Ihlenfeldt
Cassandra James &  
	 Mark Bierner 
	 In memory of 
	 Karen Kuykendall
Robert Jensen
Todd Jermstad
Ellen Jockusch
Phil Overbaugh &  
	 Craig Hella Johnson
Elizabeth Judd
Stan & Biruta Kearl
Marguerite Kelly
Ellen King
Cecilia Kittley
Ann & Bill Kleinebecker
Elinor Kliewer
Jacqueline Lain
Eva & Chris Laskaris
Elaine Doherty Leach
Catherine & David Light
Chien-Chun & Hui-Lan Lu
Cynthia Lux
Jerome Malek
Marsha McCary
David McClellan

Sandra McKenzie
Connie McMillan
Ricky McSwain
Vicki L. Moffatt
John & Elizabeth  
	 Hansing Moon
Nancy Moore
Janice & Chip Morris
Andy Mozisek
Judith Munyon
Bob & Lynn Murphy
Rosie & John Nieman
Nona Niland
Margaret H. & Philip  
	 J. Overbaugh
Jim Parrish
Pete & Elizabeth Paul
Thom Pavlechko
Dean Perkins & Debbie Peden
Jeff Pettit
Alex & Karen Pope
Mary Pozorski
Cheryl & Gary Pyle
Cliff Redd
Nina & Dean Revering
Hamilton & Joanne Richards
Cheryl Ridall
Gayle & Mike Roche  
	 In memory of Dottie Welton
Gayle & Mike Roche  
	 In memory of Miriam Kaye
Gayle & Mike Roche  
	 In memory of Helen Lea
Leilani Rose
Beverly Ross
Arthur & Donna Rutherford
Safeway, Inc.
Nona & Andrew Sansom
Dennis Schafffer
Rhonda Schleicher
Thomas & Claudia Schurr
David Schwarz
Joan & Lindsay Sharpe
Marilyn Sharratt
Katharine B. & Gregory Shields
Amy & Norman Shipherd
Ted Smith
Dan Spence
D. C. (Don) & Nancy Spencer
Robyn Sperling
Cindy & Bryan Sperry
Barbara & Bruce Stevenson
Virginia Stotts
Keith Stucky
Joe & Rose Sullivan
Mollie Tower
Nancy Townsend
Marie Van Roekel
Cynthia Vanderberg
Fred Viehweg

Debra & Alan Waldrop
Carol Walker
Ben Wear
Kendra Welton
Alex & Veda White
Marianne & Stewart Wilkinson
Jean Rogers Winchell
Barbara Yarbrough
Hilary & Stan Young

Conspirare also thanks all donors 
of gifts under $100 and regrets 
that space does not permit the 
listing of each name. Your support 
is equally appreciated.

We strive to publish an accurate 
donor list. If an error or omission 
is noticed, please let us know. 
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VB Festival

A Conspirare Core ValuE:  We value the interconnectedness of all 
creation and the power of music to transcend human and cultural differences 
and separations, and to elevate, transform, and heal the human spirit.

Robert Kyr created A Time for Life out of deep concern for the condition 
of our global ecosystem. He has adapted and set nature texts from many 
intercultural sources:  invocations of indigenous peoples, the Christian 
Orthodox “Service for the Environment,” the U.N. Environmental Sabbath 
Program, the Book of Psalms, and the Old Testament. A Time for Life 
is a musical journey that ultimately envisions a hopeful future in which 
humankind renews its committed stewardship of the earth.

With this concert, the Conspirare community renews its own ecological and 
cultural stewardship — both through performance and through practices at the 
office, at concerts, and in our personal lives. Please join us.
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