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RE:Genesis: From Grief to Hope 
World Premiere of Music for a Changing World 

 
Premiering Wednesday, March 17 at 7:30 pm Central accompanied by a live conversation with the artists.  
FREE, advance registration available at  RE:Genesis Event Page. 
Co-presented by Conspirare and October Project Music. 
 
AUSTIN, Texas (March 2, 2021) Grammy® award–winning choir, Conspirare and internationally acclaimed 
creative collaborative October Project Music are uniting to present RE:Genesis, featuring the world premieres 
of “Holding Our Breath,” written by Carlos Cordero (Austin, TX) composer and Julie Flanders (New York, 
NY), poet, and “Call Across,” written by Kyle Pederson (Minneapolis, MN) and Brian Newhouse (Minneapolis, 
MN). The American Choral Directors Association awarded its Genesis Prize to both 
works. Preceding the performance of each work, the composers, poets and 
Conspirare artistic director Craig Hella Johnson will share insight into the creative 
process and what emerges in the journey from grief to hope in a live conversation.  
 
RE:Genesis is the culmination of new methods of collaboration born during the 
pandemic among composers, poets, singers, filmmakers and listeners to ensure 
new music continues to be heard. RE:Genesis continues the ritual of gathering to 
share in new music and offers the opportunity to connect with fellow artists and 
listeners.  Filmmaker Andrew J. Timm and his team join with Conspirare again to take Holding our Breath and 
Call Across to a whole new level of virtual sophistication and creativity in ways we wouldn’t have thought of 
before COVID-19. Each song will be staged in digitally-created fantasy worlds that speak to the very meaning 
and spirit of these works. Timm and his team previously collaborated with Conspirare on Unity: Songs of 
Invitation.  
 
Reflecting on the project, Conspirare Artistic Director Craig Hella Johnson said: 

 
"From the moment I learned about the project and these two 
pieces, everything about it felt like a 'yes.' The Genesis Prize is 
an inspired project which called forth so many creative voices 
to respond to this vast and unsettling time in our world. Carlos, 
Kyle, Julie and Brian have composed two extraordinary 
works.  Each of them is a powerful and moving choral response 
which, each in its own distinctive way, expresses both the fear 
and anxiety of these times and also the deep yearning we are 
all feeling to reconnect with each other.” 
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Conspirare is especially excited to be premiering these works in conjunction with the American Choral 
Directors Association annual conference, attended by choral directions from around the world. ACDA 
conceived the ACDA Genesis Prize as a response to the difficult times recently facing our world, and the 
choral arts in particular. The prize seeks to stimulate art emerging from crisis by funding both composers and 
poets to create new choral works that speak to our time with voices of comfort, hope, peace, and justice. 
Distinguished composers and poets from around the country submitted compositions. ACDA Conference 
attendees will be able to meet the composers, poets and conductor in a special exhibitor session hosted by 
October Project on Thursday, March 18 at 12:45pm Central.  
 
About the Music:  
“Holding Our Breath,” written by composer Carlos Cordero (Austin, TX) and 
poet Julie Flanders (New York, NY), is an a cappella SATB work exploring the 
worldwide need and fear to breathe together right now, using the lens of 
breath itself to help transcend the virus, the social wounds of racism, and the 
deep, healing urgency to breathe and sing together again to help heal the 
suffering of our times.  
 
“Call Across,” written by Kyle Pederson (Minneapolis, MN) and Brian 
Newhouse (Minneapolis , MN), is composed for SATB choir with piano, 
djembe, and optional hand drum. Three characters from around the world call 
across physical space, history, and silence—seeking to break out of their 
particular form of isolation—giving voice to the elemental human need for 
connection and leaving the audience with an empowering invitation to 
connection and unity. 
 
Both pieces will be published by Hal Leonard as part of the Craig Hella Johnson Choral Series and will be 
released later this year. 
 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
Conspirare Season Sponsors:   
Conspirare is grateful for H-E-B’s season underwriting. 
 
Conspirare’s season is supported in part by the Cultural Arts Division of the City of Austin Economic 
Development Department, Texas Commission on the Arts and National Endowment for the Arts, St. Luke’s 
UMC Friends of Music, Per Stirling, Quartz Financial, Texas State University Choral Department, Big Medium, 
Chorus Austin, Hella Circle and Legacy of Sound 2. 
 
ATTENTION MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 
To arrange interviews, access high-resolution images please contact Ann McNair at 512-740-6932 or 
amcnair@conspirare.org.   
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
About Conspirare 
Conspirare is a professional choral organization under the leadership of Craig Hella Johnson. Inspired by the 
power of music to change lives, this ensemble engages singers from around the world who join voices to 
deliver world-class, extraordinary live musical experiences and recordings. Their discography includes 13 
commercial albums and 19 self-produced live albums. Johnson and Conspirare were awarded a 2014 
Grammy® for Best Choral Performance for The Sacred Spirit of Russia album and have been nominated seven 
other times. Conspirare’s most recent recording, The Singing Guitar, was recorded with the Los Angeles, 
Texas and Austin Guitar Quartets.  The BBC’s Andrew McGregor featured the album on Record Review, 
saying, "The singing of Craig Hella Johnson's ensemble Conspirare combined with the delicacy of shifting 
textures of twelve guitars is intriguing and emotionally effective... I found this a really moving setting for an 
unusual ensemble." Conspirare was awarded the Texas Medal of Arts in 2019.  Based in Austin, Texas, they 
perform an annual concert series and tour in the United States and abroad.  
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About October Project Music 
Composer Emil Adler, writer Julie Flanders and vocalist Marina Belica collaborate in the creation of award-
winning recordings, experiences and events as October Project. Powered by Flanders’ words, Adler’s music, 
and the group’s trademark harmonies, their work with SONY/Epic and subsequent recordings have been 
enjoyed by millions. Bridging the worlds of pop, classical, a cappella and choral, they continue to innovate the 
landscape of Independent Music. 
 
A new choral recording of The Book of Rounds: 21 Songs of Grace, a rapturous song cycle of musical rounds 
by Flanders and Adler, arr. Keiji Ishiguri, is due out this June, featuring Chorus Austin and guest artists, 
conducted by Ryan Heller.  Their Virtual Choir of Joy, launched during COVID to bring the choral community 
together in the spirit of a joyful embrace, attracted 163 performers from 15 countries and has been seen by 
nearly 100,000 viewers on YouTube. 
 
The Ghost of Childhood, a new full-length album by the group, releases October 2021. 
 
October Project is proud to support Conspirare & the ACDA in the premiere of Holding Our Breath, by 
composer Carlos Cordero and poet Julie Flanders, and Call Across by Kyle Pederson & Brian Newhouse. 
 
October Project Music Press Kit 
 
About American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) Genesis Prize 
The American Choral Directors Association conceived the ACDA Genesis Prize as a response to the difficult 
times recently facing our world, and choral art in particular, the Genesis Prize is a new initiative of ACDA’s 
Composition Initiatives Standing Committee. The prize seeks to stimulate art emerging from crisis by funding 
both composers and poets to create new choral works that speak to our time with voices of comfort, hope, 
peace, and justice.  
 
ACDA Blog: The Impact of ACDA’s Genesis Prize Continues 
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