
Congratula�ons
to the many current and former CYC members who 

have studied Piano, Guitar, Violin and Voice at 
Orpheus Academy of Music.  We are so proud of you!

Like CYC, Orpheus Academy of Music 
draws upon the Kodaly Method for 
inspiration in our approach to education. 
At Orpheus students learn singing and 
solfege as the gateway into all musical 
understanding and the vehicle for their 
instrumental study.  

3918-C Far West Blvd.  •  www.orpheusacademy.com  •  512.231.8999

Call 512.231.8999 
to Schedule 

a Visit & Meet 
a Teacher!

Teach music and singing in such a way 
that it is not a torture but a joy for the 

pupil; instill a thirst for finer music in him, 
a thirst which will last for a lifetime.

~ Zoltan Kodaly

“
”

DECEMBER 11+12, 2015

Still
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CONSPIRARE YOUTH CHOIRS 

Nina Revering, Artistic Director 
Maimy Fong, Kantorei Accompanist 
Austin Haller, Allegro Accompanist 

Rick Gabrillo, CYC Manager
Christina Tannert, CYC Assistant 

 
Michael Morris, Dulcimer

Matt Przekota, Oboe  
Galen Wixson, Cello

Friday December 11, 2015  7:30pm 
St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Austin, Texas 
 
Saturday December 12, 2015  7:30pm 
St. Martin’s Lutheran Church, Austin, Texas 

Duggins Wren Mann and Romero, LLP is one of the premier law firms in 
Texas. We value enduring relationships with clients and the opportunities 
those connections afford us to practice on the cutting edge of new issues 
and to develop our capacity to best serve their needs. Depth and diversity 
are vital to our stability and success. DWMR attorneys provide a broad 
spectrum of legal services to diverse business enterprises and individuals.

Rob Linkin’s practice focuses on complex litigation matters, including
securities litigation and arbitration, class-action litigation (including multi-
district litigation) and complex business litigation. Rob has extensive 
expertise in investor claims, business disputes, investment fraud and stock 
broker misconduct. Rob’s practice includes FINRA and AAA securities 
arbitration matters and matters arising from 
the break down in complex financial industry 
relationships. 

If you have a securities or FINRA question
please contact Rob at 512-744-9300 or
toll free at 855-825-7574.

Rob and Duggins Wren Mann & Romero are 
proud to support the Conspirare Youth Choir.

 

Duggins Wren Mann and Romero, LLP is one of the premier law firms in 
Texas. We value enduring relationships with clients and the opportunities 
those connections afford us to practice on the cutting edge of new issues 
and to develop our capacity to best serve their needs. Depth and diversity 
are vital to our stability and success. DWMR attorneys provide a broad 
spectrum of legal services to diverse business enterprises and individuals.

Rob Linkin’s practice focuses on complex litigation matters, including
securities litigation and arbitration, class-action litigation (including multi-
district litigation) and complex business litigation. Rob has extensive 
expertise in investor claims, business disputes, investment fraud and stock 
broker misconduct. Rob’s practice includes FINRA and AAA securities 
arbitration matters and matters arising from 
the break down in complex financial industry 
relationships. 

If you have a securities or FINRA question
please contact Rob at 512-744-9300 or
toll free at 855-825-7574.

Rob and Duggins Wren Mann & Romero are 
proud to support the Conspirare Youth Choir.

 
512.476.5775
conspirare.org/youth-choirs

Duggins Wren Mann and Romero, LLP is one of the premier  
law firms in Texas. We value enduring relationships with  
cleints and the opportunities thsoe connections afford us to  
practive in the cutting edge of new issues and to develop our  
capacity to best serve their needs. Depth and diversity are vital  
to our stability and success. DWMR attorneys provide a proad  
spectrum of legal services to diverse business enterprice and  
individuals.

Rob Linkin’s practive focuses on complex litigation matters,  
including securities litigation and arbitration, class-action  
litigation (including multi-district litigation) and complex  
business litigation. Rob has extensive expertise in investor  
claims, business disputes, investment fraud and stock broker  
misconduct. Rob’s practive include FINRA and AAA securities 
arbitration matters and matters arising from the break down  
in complex financial industry relationships. 

 If you have a securities or FINRA question 
  please contact Rob at 512-744-9300  
 or toll free at 855-825-7574.

 Rob and Duggins Wren Mann & Romero  
 are proud to support  
 Conspirare Youth Choir. 

Still
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 WELCOME  PROGRAM 

To our dear listeners, 
 
Welcome to the opening concert of our 11th 
season. We are honored with your presence and 
support for our young artists this evening.  

Art has the ability and essential responsibility  
to reflect the essence of what we see around us.  
Aristotle said the purpose of art is “to represent  
not the outward appearance of things, but  
their inward significance.” During these last few  
weeks, our international community has witnessed unspeakable 
events, and the world is once again struggling to find its footing on the  
shadowed paths. When faced with darkness, however, those affected 
chose to sing. Whether it was a stadium, a government hall, or on a 
sidewalk, singing brought strangers together in peace. They would not 
go gently into the night of fear, but instead combine their voices, layer  
after layer, until a resounding peal of solidarity was rung.  

The power of singing is indeed potent. This intangible force that guides 
and calls, inspires and comforts is what lies in the core of our musical 
work in the CYC. This is the season of gifts, and our gift to our singers  
and to each of you is simply this: We hope we all may learn that  
singing, one of the noblest of all arts, has the ability to transform lives. 
One voice is bright, but many, many voices together have the power to 
burn with the brilliance of a million stars. Here then, when we stand in 
this dazzling light, we proclaim together that darkness will never grow.

Thank you again for your presence tonight. The CYC and Conspirare 
wish all of you a warm and safe holiday season.
 
Rick Gabrillo 
Manager 
Conspirare Youth Choirs

COMBINED CHOIRS
Cuncti Simus…………………………………………14th Century Spanish Hymn
 Soloists: Asha Rao, Jessie Lucas
ALLEGRO
Vivos Voco……………………………………………………………Joan Szmko
 Handbell Ensemble:  Maria Tangorova, Sesha McMinn,  
 Chiara Alvisi, Alyssa Wixson, Sidarth Srinivasan, Lucy Pickens
I Am Not Yours……………………………………………………David N. Childs
Away from the Roll of the Sea…………………Allister MacGillivray, arr. Calvert
Noël Nouvelet…………………………………………………Arr. Howard Cable
We Rise Again………………………………………………Dubinsky, arr. Adams

COMBINED CHOIRS
O Come Divine Messiah……………………………16th Century French Carol

KANTOREI
Huron Carol……………………………………………………Arr. Jill Ann Jones
Hand drum: Maria Tangarova, 
Song for the Mira………………………………Allister MacGillivray, arr. Calvert 
 Soloists: Jessica Cohen, James Rutherford, Maria Tobias
Donkey Carol………………………………………………………John Rutter
Psalm of Solstice………………………………………………Malcolm Dalglish
Winter Solstice………………………………………Katherine Lucas, arr. Hunt
I Saw Three Ships………………………………………………Arr. Peter Hunt
 Soloists:  Madeline Andrien, Sejal Jain

COMBINED CHOIRS
I See the Moon/Away in a Manger…………………………Arr. Nina Revering
Where are you Christmas?……………………Jennings, Horner, Carey/arr. Huff
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 TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS 
Cuncti Simus 

Cuncti simus concimentes: Ave, Maria!

Virgo sola existente,
En affuit angellus,
Gabriel est appellatus
Atque missus celitus.

Clara facieque dixit:
Audite Karissimi
En concipies Maria,
Ave Maria.

En concipies Maria,
Audite Karissimi
Pariesque filium
Ave Maria.

Pariesque filium,
Audite Karissimi
Vocabis eum Jesum Christum,
Ave Maria.

Let us all sing: Hail Mary!

The Virgin was alone
When the Angel appeared
He was called Gabriel
And was sent from heaven.

With radiant face he declared,
(Listen, dear ones)
You shall conceive, Mary.
Hail Mary.

You shall conceive, Mary
(Listen, dear ones)
and will bear a son.
Hail Mary.

You will bear a son
(Listen, dear ones)
and shall call him Jesus Christ.
Hail Mary.

Vivos Voco (Medieval virtues and Julian of Norwich, 14th century)

Vivos voco,
Fleo mortua, 
mortuos plango, 
consolo viva,
dissipo ventos,
compello nubila.

All shall be well
I call the living
I cry for the dying
I wail for the dead
I console the living
I disperse the winds
I drive away the overcast of the sky.

I Am Not Yours (Sara Teasdale)

I am not yours,
not lost in you,
Not lost, although I long to be,
I long to be lost in you.

I am not yours,
not lost in you,
Not lost, although I long to be.
Lost as a candle lit at noon,
lost as a snowflake in the sea, in the sea.

You love me,
And I find you still
A spirit beautiful and bright,
yet I am I, who long to be 
Lost as a light is lost in light, lost in light.



87

L’étoile y vis qui la nuit éclaircit
Qui d’Orient ou elle avait sorti.
En Bethleem les trois Rois amenait
Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici!

L’un portant l’or, l’autre la myrrhe aussi
l’autre l’encens qu’il faisait bon sentir.
Du paradis semblait le jardinet
Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici!

Quarante jours la nouvelle attendir,
Entre les bras de Siméon le mit.
Deux tourterelles de dans un Panneret.
Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici!

Sing a new Noel, now sing again Noel,
Faithful people come, give thanks to God so dear.
Let us sing Noel for this our newborn King,
Sing a new Noel, now sing again Noel!

In Bethlehem Mary and Joseph saw,
Round their sleeping child the beasts did watch in awe,
His cradle was amidst a bed of straw,
Sing a new Noel, now sing again Noel!

Stars saw there one whose radiance lit the night,
Guiding from the East those waiting such a sight.
To Bethlehem three Kings by it were led.
Sing a new Noel, now sing again Noel!

One carried gold, while yet another one bore myrrh,
Frankincense the last, its fragrance filled the air.
Precious gifts for such a precious child.
Sing a new Noel, now sing again Noel!

For forty days old Simeon kept his faith,
Then between his arms the newborn Child was placed.
Two turtle doves lulled him with their chants of praise.
Sing a new Noel, now sing again Noel!

Oh plunge me deep in love
put out my senses,
leave me deaf and blind, deaf and blind,
Swept by the tempest of your love.
A taper in a rushing wind.

I am not yours,
not lost in you.
Not lost, although I long to be.

Away from the Roll of the Sea

Small craft in a harbour that’s still and serene,
give no indication what their ways have been.
They rock at their moorings all nestled in dreams,
away from the roll of the sea.

Their stern lines are groaning a lullaby air,
A ghost in the cuddy,a gull on the spar.
But never they whisper of journeys afar,
away from the roll of the sea.

Oh, had they the tongues for to speak,
what tales of adventure they’d weave,
but now they are anchored to sleep and slumber alee.

Come fair winds to wake them tomorrow we pray.
Come harvest aplenty to them ev’ry day
till guided by harbour lights they’re home to stay
away from the roll of the sea.

Sing a New Noel/Noël Nouvelet (15th Century French Carol)

Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici
devotes gens, crions a Dieu merci
Chantons Noël pour le Roi nouvelet
Noël nouvelet Noël chantons ici!

En Bethleem Marie et Joseph vis,
l’âne et le boeuf, l’enfant couché au lit
La crèche était au lieu d’un bercelet
Noël nouvelet, Noël chantons ici!
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Within a lodge of broken bark the tender Babe was found.
A ragged robe of rabbit skin enwrapped his beauty round.
The chiefs from far before him knelt with gifts of fox and beaver pelt.

O children of the forest free, O sons of Manitoo,
the holy child of earth and heav’n is born this day for you.
Come, kneel before the radiant boy who brings you beauty,  
       peace and joy.

Song for the Mira

Out on the Mira, on warm afternoons,
Old men go fishin’ with black line and spoons.
And if they catch nothin’ they never complain.
I wish I was with them again.

As boys in their boats call to girls on the shore,
Teasin’ the ones that they dearly adore,
And into the evening the courting begins.
I wish I was with them again.

Can you imagine a piece of the universe more fit for princes and Kings?
I’ll trade you ten of your cities for Marion Bridge and the  
       pleasure it brings.

Out on the Mira on soft summer nights
Bonfires blaze to the children’s delight:
They dance round the flames singin’ songs with their friends.
I wish I was with them again.

And over the ashes the stories are told
of witches and werewolves and Oak Island gold.
Stars on the river face sparkle and spin.
I wish I was with them again.
Out on the Mira the people are kind.
They treat you to homebrew and help you unwind.
And if you come broken they’ll see that you mend.
I wish I was with them again.

Now I’ll conclude with a wish you go well.
Sweet be your dreams and your happiness swell.
I’ll leave you here, for my journey begins.
I’m going to be with them again.

We Rise Again

When the waves roll on 
over the waters,
And the ocean cries,
We look to our sons and daughters
to explain our lives.

As if a child could tell us why
That as sure as the sunrise,
as sure as the sea,
as sure as the wind in the trees,
We rise again in the faces of our children,
We rise again in the voices of our song.
We rise again in the waves out on the ocean,
And then we rise again.

When the light goes dark
with the forces of creation
across a stormy sky,
we look to reincarnation 
to explain our lives.

O Come Divine Messiah

O come, Divine Messiah,
The world in silence waits the day
When hope shall sing its triumph,
And sadness flee away.

Sweet Savior haste;
Come, come to earth;
Dispel the night and show Thy face,
And bid us hail the dawn of grace;

Huron Carol (16th Century French Carol)

‘Twas in the moon of wintertime when all the birds had fled;
the mighty Gitchimanitoo sent angel choirs instead.
Before their light the stars grew dim and wond’ring hunters  
       heard the hymn,
Jesus your King is born. Jesus is born.
In excelsis gloria.
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Winter Solstice

What lies within a seed?
Within a shroud a butterfly.
What sings within a reed?
Within its sound a lullaby.
Stranger, have you the grace to see
the ancient things I hold in my hands?
Stranger, have you the grace to hold
the ancient things softly in your hands?

And in the darkness and in the fullness
the moon knows you are weeping.
And in the darkness and in the fullness
hold the child that is weeping.

And in the darkness and in the fullness
the moon knows you are dreaming.
And in the darkness and in the stillness
whisper name of your dreaming.

I Saw Three Ships (17th Century English Carol)

I saw three ships come sailing in 
on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
I saw three ships come sailing in
On Christmas Day in the morning.

And what was in those ships all three?
on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
And what was in those ships all three?
On Christmas Day in the morning.

Our savior Christ and his lady
on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
Our savior Christ and his lady
On Christmas Day in the morning.

Pray, whither sailed those ships all three?
on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
Pray, whither sailed those ships all three?
On Christmas Day in the morning.
O, they sailed into Bethlehem

Donkey Carol

Donkey riding over the bumpy road,
Carry Mary, all with her heavy load;
Follow Joseph, leading you on your way
Until you find a stable, somewhere to rest and stay.
Donkey riding over the bumpy road,
Carry Mary, all with her heavy, all with her heavy,  
       all with her heavy load.

Donkey watching over the Jesus child,
See the baby, all with his mother mild;
Hear the angels singing their song on high:
‘Nowell, nowell, nowell,’ their caroling fills the sky.
Donkey watching over the Jesus child,
See the baby, all with his mother, all with his mother,  
        all with his mother mild.

Psalm of Solstice 
The second verse is the translation of the first verse.

Suspicentes in caelum,
sub noctem longissimam,
Vigilantes somniamus,
sub noctem sanctissimam,
Cantores stellai summae
preces ut mirabiles splendent,
Tranquilus, tellus est,
cantum omnes audiunt.

Gazing out into the skies,
on the eve of the longest night,
Here we dream with open eyes,
on the eve of a holy night.
Choirs of stars high in the air
shine like some amazing silent prayer.
The earth is still and calm,
Everyone can hear the psalm.
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Close by me forever, and love me, I pray
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care
And fit us for heaven to live with thee there

I see the moon and the moon sees me
God bless the moon and God bless me
Please let the light that shines on me
Shine on the one I love.

Where are you, Christmas?

Where are you, Christmas?
Why can’t I find you?
Why have you gone away?

Where is the laughter
you used to bring me?
Why can’t I hear music play?

My world is changing.
I’m rearranging.
Does that mean Christmas changes, too?

Where are you, Christmas?
Do you remember 
the one you used to know?

I’m not the same one.
See what the time’s done.
Is that why you have let me go?

Oh, Christmas is here, everywhere.
Oh, Christmas is here, if you care.
If there is love in you heart and your mind,
you will feel like Christmas all the time.

I feel you, Christmas,
I know I found you.
You never fade away.
Oh, the joy of Christmas stays here inside us,
fills each and ev’ry heart with love.

Where are you, Christmas?
Fill your heart with love. 

on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
O, they sailed into Bethlehem
On Christmas Day in the morning.

And all the bells on earth shall ring
on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
And all the bells on earth shall ring
On Christmas Day in the morning.

And all the angels in heaven shall sing
on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
And all the angels in heaven shall sing
On Christmas Day in the morning.

And all the souls on earth shall sing
on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
And all the souls on earth shall sing
On Christmas Day in the morning.

Then let us all rejoice amain!
on Christmas Day, on Christmas Day,
Then let us all rejoice amain!
On Christmas Day in the morning.

I See the Moon/Away in a Manger

I see the moon and the moon sees me
The moon sees the one that I can’t see.
God bless the moon and God bless me
And God bless the one I love.

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed
the little lord Jesus laid down his sweet head
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay
The little lord Jesus asleep on the hay

God looked down on me from above
And he gave you to me to love
He picked you out from all the rest
He knew that I’d love you the best

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay
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 CONSPIRARE YOUTH CHOIRS 

Conspirare Youth Choirs (CYC) were formed in 2005 as an educational  
outreach program of Conspirare.  Under the direction of Founding  
Artistic Director, Nina Revering, the CYC seeks out and trains young 
musicians who share a love and commitment for creating music at a 
high level of excellence.

Conspirare Youth Choirs’ two ensembles, Kantorei and Allegro  
(previously Conspirare Children’s Choir), accommodate young singers’ 
varying levels of choral skill and experience. Both provide a combination 
of rigorous vocal training, music theory, and sight-singing instruction 
in a nurturing environment that allows the young singer to explore the 
depth and beauty of choral music.

The CYC have performed throughout the Austin community for high 
profile events and organizations including the Round Rock Express, 
Greenlights Nonprofit Summit, St. John’s College Choir of Cambridge, 
Austin Lyric Opera, Austin Symphony, Austin Museum of Art, Austin 
Children’s Shelter, Abraham Walk, and Austin City Limits. They  
have also performed nationally in Hawaii and Washington D.C and 
internationally in the Province of Québec. One of their most notable 
accomplishments to date is receiving an invitation to perform at  
the American Choral Directors Association Southwestern Division  
Performance in Little Rock, Arkansas in March 2014.  

Nina Revering, Artistic Director
Rick Gabrillo, CYC Manager
Austin Haller, Allegro Accompanist
Maimy Fong, Kantorei Accompanist
Christina Tannert, CYC Assistant

KANTOREI
Sanjana Alamela
Madeleine Andrien
Paige Bencken
Sapna Bhatt
Arden Bostwick
Jessica Cohen
Sarah Collins
Aryana Dubey
Eliza Fleming
Anna Fulton
Evelyn Griffin
Paxton Gunn
Sam Hallam
Kathryn Hallam
Audrey Huber
Casey Irwin
Sejal Jain
Noah Linkin
Jessie Lucas
Emma Mattie
Taylor McElhaney
Keely McNab
Claire Murray
Maximo Murray
Emanuele Olivieri
Raquel Ordaz
Katelyn Perez
Julia Quilici
Katarina Reagan
James Rutherford
Luca Snowhorn
MeiYin Steadman
Madeleine Stokes
Lucy Sugawa
Nicole Swartz

Iliana Tangarova
Maria Tobias
Tennyson Tole
Sarah Traphagan
Anna Van Hoorn
Estella Zhao

ALLEGRO
Grace Aggen
Tara Ahuja
Urvi Alamela
Elena Alcala
Chiara Alvisi
Amelia Azadi
Martha Beaty
Ashlyn Bishop
Andrew Boyacigiller
Lauren Crocker
Lauren Datres
Avery Davis
Miles Dintzner
Elizabeth Driggers
Claire Dugan
Ainsley Gamble
Ellen Gernert
Isabella Grossling
Olivia Hansen
Sarah Helmbrecht
Sofia Hsu
Eva Legge
Juliana Marshall
Sesha McMinn
Caleb Melville
Jonathon Miller
Isabel Moring
Emily Mulva

Raiya Myren
Elena Olivieri
Jacob Ordaz
Raina Parsons
Ella Pettichord
Lucy Pickens
Asha Rao
Libby Rayos
Rachel Rowe
Ella Rutman
Aditya Sankaran
Lavanya Sankaran
Shilpa Saxena
Aurelia Schaeffer-Preston
Arielle Sher
Molly Snodgrass
Sierra South
Sidharth Srinivasan
Anne Marie Stapper
Abigail Stewart
Abigail Storm
Claire Sullivan
Natalie Terrell
Maria Tangarova
Christy Vineis
Gracie Vogel
Anastasia Weger
Lily Wendt
Aniston White
Sydney White
Sarah Whorton
Alyssa Wixson
Aniston Zabawa
Angela Zhang
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NINA REVERING,  Founding Artistic Director
Nina Revering’s choral music experience began  
at an early age with chorister experience in the  
Coro Infantil do Teatro Municipal of Brazil  
under the direction of Elsa Lakschevitz and the 
Toronto Children’s Chorus, directed by Jean  
Ashworth-Bartle. Her musical training includes 
Toronto’s Royal Conservatory of Music, the Youth 
Performing Arts School in Louisville Kentucky,  
Boston University, The New England Conservatory, 
and studies in baroque recorder with John Tyson. 

Ms. Revering has performed throughout the country as both a soloist  
and chorister. She has sung under noted conductors Seiji Ozawa,  
John Williams, John Oliver, Andrew Davis, and Sir David Willcocks.  
Ms. Revering has also been a member of the Conspirare chamber choir 
since 1995 and was a soloist in the Grammy®-nominated CDs Requiem  
and Threshold of Night, both released under the Harmonia Mundi label. 

Ms. Revering was one of eight conductors selected for participation in the 
International Symposium for Children’s Choir Directors held in Toronto, 
Canada in May 2005. She was a clinician for the 2012 Elementary Honor 
Choir of the Georgia Music Educators Association, and she was recently  
invited to present workshops at the Dallas Chapter Choristers Guild  
Festival. In addition to her work with the CYC, Ms. Revering has been 
teaching music in Eanes schools since 1996.

MAIMY FONG,  Kantorei Accompanist
Dr. Maimy Fong, pianist & vocal coach, has  
played everywhere from Weill Hall at Carnegie,  
to Dell Hall at the Long Center. She earned a  
Bachelor’s degree in piano with a concentration  
in vocal accompanying from the University of  
the Pacific in Stockton, California.  She also  
completed Master’s and Doctoral degrees in  
piano performance at the University of Texas  
at Austin School of Music.   

She has worked for the Des Moines Metro Opera, Austin Lyric Opera,  
and El Paso Opera.  She has been with CYC since its inception in 2005.   
In Austin, she maintains an active schedule as a freelance pianist,  
teacher, and coach.  In 2009, she helped co-found and is now Artistic  
Director of the “Feed Your Soul” Music Series at Dell Children’s Medical 
Center (DellFeedYourSoul@gmail.com).

AUSTIN HALLER,  Allegro Accompanist
Austin Haller is as an organist, pianist, conductor, and 
vocal coach who can be heard in Texas and beyond.  
Hailed as “always remarkable” (Austin Chronicle), he  
has performed with many Central Texas ensembles,  
including Conspirare and Conspirare Symphonic Choir, 
Texas Choral Consort, Austin Cabaret Theatre, Amphion  
Youth Choir, and Austin Children’s Choir. Mr. Haller  
also serves as music director of many regional theatre 
productions – favorite shows include Austin Shakespeare’s 

Sunday in the Park with George; TexArts’ Ain’t Misbehavin’, Golf, the Musical, 
and [title of show] (Austin Critics’ Table nomination for Music Direction);  
and Zach Theatre’s Rockin’ Christmas Party and Present Laughter (B. Iden 
Payne nomination for Music Direction). His jazz performances with singer  
Kara Bliss and band have been described as “a touch of old school with a  
modern insouciance” and are featured at a variety of local venues. He has  
been delighted to make music with CYC since 2012.

RICK GABRILLO, CYC Manager
After working with the CYC in both administrative and 
artistic roles from its beginning until 2011, Rick Gabrillo 
returned to the CYC as Manager for the 2013-2014  
season. He has been a music educator for over 15 years 
in the Austin area working in the schools of Austin ISD, 
St. Mary Cathedral, St. Louis Catholic School, and  
St. Stephen’s Episcopal School. He has been an invited 
lecturer on current topics of music education at regional, 
state, and national music conventions, including the 

Texas Music Educators Association and the American Choral Directors  
Association.  Mr. Gabrillo is a published composer with Alliance Music. He 
was a recent conducting fellow for the Chorus America Masterclass series  
in 2010, and he was recently a guest conductor for the Canto choral ensemble 
of Fredericksburg, TX and the Crossroads Children’s Choir Festival in  
Nashville, TN for the 2012-2013 season.   

In addition to his work with the CYC, he is the Associate Conductor and  
a singer in the professional chamber choir of Conspirare. Mr. Gabrillo is  
also the choral director of the Traditional Choir and Children’s Choir at  
St. Louis Catholic Church in Austin.

CHRISTINA TANNERT, CYC Assistant
Christina Tannert is a native of Austin who graduated 
in May 2013 with a Master of Arts in Teaching Music 
degree from Trinity University in San Antonio. She  
has sung with choirs in Austin and San Antonio as  
well as Prague, Vienna, Beijing, and Kunming. She is a 
contributing author to the “Music Memory” curriculum 
materials that are used in many elementary schools 
throughout the US. Ms. Tannert is currently the music 
teacher at Doss Elementary School in Austin ISD. 

 CYC STAFF  
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 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  WAYS TO SUPPORT THE CYC 

 AUDITIONING FOR THE CYC

Conspirare Youth Choirs gratefully acknowledge the contributions and 
generosity of the following individuals and organizations:

CYC Singers, Parents, and all the supporters of CYC
Craig Hella Johnson 
Paul Melroy, Camille Atkins, Wravan Godsoe, Tamara Blanken,  
Melissa J. Eddy, Ann McNair, Robert Harlan, Hannah Barron,  
Christy Butler, Meredith Thomas, Kelly Brownlee, Meri Krueger,    
     Viera Busgova, and the Stage Crew
Alyssa Wixson
Kathy Leighton, Michelle Fisher, Gay Bullard, Carol Walker,  
     Kathryn Govier, Tenaya Sunbury, Sara Hilgers, Jane Parsons,  
     Kathleen Girard, Henry Leighton, Ray and Anne Ellison 
Conspirare Board of Directors
Rev. Bobbi Kaye Jones, Jan Stovall and Tarrytown United 
     Methodist Church
Thomas Pavlechko, Steve Wager, Chris Baker and St. Martin’s  
     Lutheran Church
Christopher Novosad

WHY YOUR HELP MATTERS
Our work with our young singers can only continue with the support of  
our CYC families and those who believe in what we do.

BECOME INSPIRED
“We make a living by what we get.  We make a life by what we give.”  
        – Winston Churchill       

“Giving of any kind…taking an action…begins the process of change  
  and moves us to remember that we are part of a much greater universe.”
       – Mbali Creazzo

BECOME AN ADVOCATE
SHINING STAR SCHOL ARSHIP (Donation of $850)
The Shining Star Scholarship Program assists young singers in financial  
need with a full scholarship for tuition for one year in the CYC. Singers are 
able to build a unique bond with the donor of their scholarship, and donors 
are able to take pride in seeing their young singer grow and thrive in the CYC.  

The CYC greatly thanks our Shining Star Scholarship patron  
for 2015-2016: Glenda Goehrs in honor of Flo Ann Randle

DISCOVERY PROGRAM (Donation of $100 or greater)
This new program will build a connection with the CYC and our  
greater Austin-area school choirs. By making connections with local  
music teachers, voice teachers, and choir directors, we seek to identify  
the top singer from their programs to join the CYC. A donation to the  
Discovery Program allows the CYC to immediately offer these singers  
a merit scholarship of $100 to join the CYC for one year. By giving to  
this program, you are helping build a broader base of new and talented  
singers who will benefit from instruction with the CYC.

FINANCIAL AID PROGRAM (Any amount)
Each year, the CYC is able to provide a limited amount of tuition  
assistance for our CYC families in need. Your contribution to the  
CYC towards our general financial aid program will help us be of  
even greater help to our current singers and their families.

BECOME A DONOR
To assist the CYC with any of our specific programs or to make a general 
contribution, please contact us at cyc@conspirare.org. We will be happy 
to assist you with making your tax-deductible donation in support of our 
talented young artists.  

The Conspirare Youth Choirs are auditioned treble ensembles  
for boys and girls ages 9-18 who are passionate about singing.  
A musical background is preferred but not required. 

If your child is constantly singing at home, writing their own music, 
playing an instrument, or singing in their school or community choir 
and want an even deeper experience with choral music, then the  
CYC may be a wonderful guide in their musical journey. If you  
have questions about our program, please feel free to contact us at
512.476.5775. We are interested in learning more about your child.

Auditions for 2015-2016 will be held on the following dates:
 January 4, 2016 (admission into Kantorei only)

Auditions for 2016-2017 will be held in May-August, 2016 on dates 
still to be determined.

For more information and to schedule an audition, please submit an
audition request at conspirare.org/youth-choirs/join-us/audition/



2221

 ABOUT CONSPIRARE re-release of Requiem in 2009 won the Netherlands’ prestigious  
2010 Edison Award for choral music, the Dutch equivalent of the 
Grammy. Conspirare’s 2009 PBS television special “A Company  
of Voices: Conspirare in Concert,” available on both DVD and CD, 
received one Grammy nomination. The 2015 release Path of  
Miracles was awarded the Preis der deutschen Schallplattenkritik,  
a most respected German CD award.

The Conspirare organization and ensembles have received  
numerous honors and awards. All four ensembles have received  
local awards from Austin Critics Table. In 2005 Conspirare  
received the Margaret Hillis Award for Choral Excellence from  
the national service organization Chorus America. In 2007, as  
one of the select choral organizations to receive a grant from the  
National Endowment for the Arts under its American Masterpieces  
initiative, Conspirare presented a four-day festival with a  
distinguished gathering of composers and conductors, three  
world premieres, and a gala closing concert with a 600-voice choir.

In July 2008 Conspirare represented the U.S. at the Eighth World 
Symposium on Choral Music in Copenhagen, joining invited choirs 
from nearly forty countries. The choir has performed at the  
American Choral Directors Association annual convention and for 
several regional ACDA conventions. Conspirare received the 2010 
Dale Warland Singers Commission Award from Chorus America 
to support the commission of a new work by Seattle composer Eric 
Banks, premiered in May 2015. In February 2011 Conspirare gave 
three invited performances in New York City under auspices of the 
Weill Music Institute of Carnegie Hall, and in fall 2012 traveled to 
France for six invited performances at the Polyfollia Festival and a 
public concert in Paris. Conspirare became a Resident Company of 
the Long Center for the Performing Arts in 2013.

Inspired by the power of music to change lives, Conspirare engages  
audiences in extraordinary musical experiences through world-class 
choral performances and recordings. 

Conspirare is an internationally recognized, professional choral   
organization now in its twenty-third season. Led by founder and  
Artistic Director Craig Hella Johnson, Conspirare includes two  
adult performing ensembles and an educational program. Our  
flagship ensemble is a Grammy® award-winning chamber choir  
of extraordinarily talented singers from around the country.  
They perform an annual concert series in Austin and other Texas  
communities, and also tour in the U.S. and abroad. Three other  
ensembles complete the Conspirare family: Conspirare Symphonic 
Choir, a large ensemble that performs works for chorus and  
instruments, and Conspirare Youth Choirs, an educational program  
for singers ages 9-18 who learn and perform in two separate  
ensembles, Kantorei and Allegro. 

Conspirare’s 2014 album The Sacred Spirit of Russia, released  
on the distinguished Harmonia Mundi label, won the 2015  
Grammy for Best Choral Performance. The ensemble’s complete  
discography to date includes twelve commercial albums and  
seventeen self-produced live recordings of its popular holiday concerts.  
Conspirare made their first commercial recording through the  
green fuse in 2004. The second album, Requiem, was released in 2006 
and received two Grammy nominations. In 2008 Threshold  
of Night (Conspirare’s first recording for Harmonia Mundi) also  
received two nominations. Harmonia Mundi’s international  
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 CONSPIRARE BOARD & STAFF  SUPPORTERS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Fran Collmann, Chair
Robert Harlan, Vice Chair
Larry Collmann, Treasurer
William C. Bednar, Secretary
Ken Beck
Mary Anne Connolly
Susanna Finnell
Nancy Lesch
Dan Seriff
David C. Smith
Marion Lear Swaybill
Joni Wallace
Patrick Willis
Midge Woolsey

ADVISORY BOARD 
Stephen Aechternacht 
John Aielli 
Sue Barnes 
Mark Bierner 
Ray Brimble 
David Burger 
David Claflin 
Tom Driscoll
Virginia Dupuy 
Maydelle Fason 
Jolynn Free 
Billy Gammon 
Vance George 
Helen Hays 
Dan Herd 
William B. Hilgers 
Wayne Holtzman 
Judith Jellison 
Bob Murphy 
Lynn Murphy
Cliff Redd 
Gayle Glass Roche 
Nancy Scanlan 
Angela Smith 
Bernadette Tasher                   
Louann Temple
Eva Womack

ARTISTIC &  
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Craig Hella Johnson
Artistic Director

Paul Melroy
Managing Director

Camille Atkins
Financial Manager

Hannah Barron
Production Assistant

Tamara Blanken
Online Services Manager

Kelly Brownlee
Annual Fund & Grants Manager

Christy Butler
Marketing Manager

Rick Gabrillo
Associate Conductor
Manager, Conspirare Youth Choirs

Wravan Godsoe
Office Manager

Robert Harlan
Production Consultant

Ben R. King
Production Assistant

Meri Krueger
Artist Relations

Kathy Leighton
House Manager

Ann McNair
Executive Assistant to the Artistic Director
Director of Program Fulfillment  
& Artistic Operations

Nina Revering
Director, Conspirare Youth Choirs

Christina Tannert
Administrator, Conspirare Youth Choirs

Meredith Thomas
Director of Development

Laruen Vick
Production Assistant
 

Season Sustaining Underwriter

Performance Sponsors

Foundation Supporters

Restaurant Partners

Public Agency Sponsors

Media Sponsors

 In-Kind Sponsors

Kodosky Foundation     Mattsson-McHale Foundation     Shield-Ayres Foundation    

Rachael & Ben Vaughan  Foundation     Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation 

Keating Family Foundation     Eva & Marvin Womack Foundation

Supported in part by the Cultural Arts Division  
of the City of Austin Economic Development Department

Alice Kleberg Reynolds 
Foundation 

Russell Hill Rogers Fund
for the Arts

Sessi,  
Chamberlain 

& Stewart, LLP



Annelies : The Voice of Anne Frank
Choral setting of The Diary of Anne Frank
Performed by Conspirare Symphonic Choir

01.08 – 01.09

Considering Matthew Shepard
Craig Hella Johnson’s first concert-length work

02.20 – 02.21

Stephen Paulus : A Lyrical Life
A tribute to this inspirational composer’s life

05.12 – 05.13

 

CONSPIRARE  

YOUTH CHOIRS 

Still 
Annual holiday concert

12.11 – 12.12

Enchanted
Songs from  

the Broadway stages.
04.29 – 04.30 

Join us for  

BIG  
SING 

at the  
Blanton Museum of Art

12.17

Reserve a table  
for our annual gala  

HIDDEN MUSIC
Hotel Granduca  

 04.09 

Visit www.conspirare.org for more details and ticket options

Jessa,

We are so proud of you, as you  
sing in your first Conspirare  

Holiday Concert. Keep  
working hard, and let your  

beautiful voice continue  
to bring joy to everyone.

We love you!
Mommy and Daddy

Dear Sarah,

We love beginning the  
holiday season  

with such beautiful music!

Love, 
Mom, Dad and Joshua

Elena,

Keep singing and smiling!

We love you,
Mom & Pops

Dear Audrey,

I’m so very proud of your  
involvement and commitment  

to the CYC! Keep sharing  
your lovely voice!  

Enjoy tonight!

Love, 
Nana

Isabella,

I love hearing you sing!  
Enjoy all of your last  

performances! You make us  
so happy when we see  

your smiling face  
and hear your sweet voice!

Love,
Mammy, Papa, Preston and Mom

Dear Natalie,

We are so proud of you!  
Good luck in your first  

Conspirare concert.  
Your singing fills us with joy! 

Love, Daddy and Mommy



Dear Paige,
We love you so much. We are VERY 

proud of you for being part of  
Conspirare. You sing like an angel.

Love,
Mom, Dad, Eric, Reilly and Chase

Making joyful noise together 
 since 2003

Julia and Eliza, we are  
so proud of you! 

Your voices make our hearts sing.
With love, from your families

Thank you,  
Conspirare Youth Choir,  
for another great Season!

Keep on Singing, 
Keely Rose XOXO

conspirare.org/youth-choirs

Julia, you bring such  
joy to us all. 
We love you!
– Your family

Music is a moral law. 
It gives soul 
  to the universe, 
wings to the mind, 
flight to the imagination, 
and charm and gaiety 
to life and to everything.
—PLATO
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Audrey,

We are so proud of your hard work and pride in trying 
your best! Your beautiful voice is a joy to us every day!

We love you always

Wishing all  
Conspirare Youth Choir families  

a blessed holiday season.

The Tobias Family
Paul, Michelle, Matthew, Maria & Mia

P.S. Maria, we are very proud of you!


