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Grammy-winning Conspirare’s 2021-2022 Season to include Path of Miracles, Conspirare 
Christmas and the release of Close to You Along with a National Honor for Artistic 
Director Craig Hella Johnson  
 
AUSTIN, Texas (Oct 7, 2021) Conspirare returns to live, in-
person concerts on October 15 and 16 at 8 pm in St. Martin’s 
Lutheran Church with Path of Miracles. Inspired by the 
historic pilgrimage to Santiago de Compostela, this haunting 
choral masterpiece is a rich and raw reflection on all our 
journeys. 26 vocal artists from around the country and 
percussionist Tom Burritt will be under the direction of Craig 
Hella Johnson. Projection designer Camilla Tassi makes her 
Conspirare debut. Tickets start at $20, with additional 
options for “pay what you can” and student tickets available. 

On Monday, December 6, Conspirare Christmas returns to 
the Long Center. Kansas City’s dynamic Gospel choir 
Isaac Cates & Ordained, known for their unique blend of 
faith, tradition, and fresh music-making, join Conspirare 
for two inspiring concerts. Cates and Conspirare’s Craig 
Hella Johnson will perform and lead 43 singers in a genre-
bending night of rhythm, reflection and rejoicing. 
Conspirare Christmas will also be presented by the 

Victoria Bach Festival in Victoria, TX on December 5. 
 
Conspirare’s newest album, Close to You – Carillon 
Christmas 2019, is now streaming. The album features 
music from Carillon Christmas 2019 recorded live at The 
Carillon, a historic chapel in Austin, TX. Close to You was 
created as a musical meditation for the season and is 
rooted in the spirit of the Conspirare Christmas. 
Conspirare’s world-class singers are based in cities across 
the United States and convene annually to create this live 
concert recording. Close to You includes pop, classical, folk 
and seasonal favorites and riveting solo performances of 
music by Irving Berlin, Ēriks Ešenvalds, Carolyn Jennings, 
Stephen Paulus, Kevin Puts, Jake Runestad and more. 
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As the music continues, the Matthew Shepard Foundation will recognize Artistic Director 
Craig Hella Johnson with the Dennis Dougherty Award at their 
annual gala on Saturday, October 9, 2021. The Dennis Dougherty 
Award is named in memory of a loving, generous and inspiring 
member of the MSF family. Dennis was a friend, mentor, 
philanthropist and visionary who was instrumental in giving the 
Foundation a strong beginning and a vision for the future. In honor 
of Dennis’ passion and aspirations for what the Foundation could 
and later would become, this award is given to those who have 
played an essential role in the Matthew Shepard Foundation’s 
growth and integrity. 

ABOUT OUR SPONSORS  Conspirare’s Season Underwriter is H-E-B. Conspirare Season 
Sponsors include Dialog, Blackfeather Vintage Works, Tejemos Foundation, Texas 
Commission on the Arts, National Endowment for the Arts, Hella Circle and Legacy of 
Sound 2. KMFA Is Conspirare’s Media Sponsor and Gusto/Flavor is this season’s 
Hospitality sponsor. 
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To arrange interviews, access high-resolution images please contact Ann McNair at 512-
476-5775 or amcnair@conspirare.org.   
 

About Conspirare 
Conspirare is a professional choral organization under the leadership of Craig Hella 
Johnson. Inspired by the power of music to change lives, this ensemble engages singers 
from around the world who join voices to deliver world-class, extraordinary live musical 
experiences and recordings. Their discography includes 13 commercial albums and 20 
self-produced live albums. Johnson and Conspirare were awarded a 2014 Grammy® for 
Best Choral Performance for The Sacred Spirit of Russia album and have been nominated 
seven other times. Conspirare was awarded the Texas Medal of Arts in 2019.  Based in 
Austin, Texas, they perform an annual concert series and tour in the United States and 
abroad.    
 
About Craig Hella Johnson 
Craig Hella Johnson is the founding artistic director and conductor of Conspirare and 
music director of Cincinnati’s Vocal Arts Ensemble. Known for crafting thought-provoking 
musical journeys that create deep connections between performers and listeners, Johnson 
is in frequent demand as a guest conductor of choral and orchestral works. Johnson joined 
the faculty at Texas State as Artist in Residence in fall 2016. He is a published composer 
and arranger, guest conductor and educator. Johnson’s first concert-length composition 
Considering Matthew Shepard was premiered and recorded by Conspirare for a 2016 CD 
release. Johnson’s accomplishments have been recognized with numerous awards and 
honors. Notably among them, he and Conspirare won a 2014 Grammy® for Best Choral 
Performance, Chorus America awarded him the Michael Korn Founders Award for 
Development of the Professional Choral Art in 2015, and the Texas State Legislature 
named him Texas State Musician for 2013. 
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