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P R O G R A M

ELIJAH
Felix Mendelssohn Bartholdy (1809–1847)
Arrangement for chamber orchestra by Joachim Linckelmann, Carus-Verlag

			   Performed without intermission
			   Marques Jerrell Ruff, bass-baritone, sings the role of Elijah

PART I*
Introduction – As God the Lord of Israel liveth

Overture
	 1.	 Help, Lord! Wilt thou quite destroy us?

	 2.	 Lord, bow thine ear to our pray’r / Zion spreadeth her hands for aid
		  Solos: Chelsea Helm, soprano; Laura Mercado, mezzo-soprano

	 3.	 Ye people, rend your hearts, and not your garments
	 	 Obadiah: Haitham Haidar, tenor

	 4.	 If with all your hearts ye truly seek me
	 	 Obadiah: Haitham Haidar, tenor

	 5.	 Yet doth the Lord see it not

	 6.	 Elijah! Get thee hence
	 	 An Angel: Laura Mercado, mezzo-soprano

	 7.	 For He shall give His angels charge over thee
		  Double Octet: Chelsea Helm, soprano; Adrienne Pedrotti Bingamon, soprano; 			 
		  Laura Mercado, mezzo-soprano; Katrina Saporsantos, alto; Haitham Haidar, tenor; 
	 	 Stephen Dugdale, tenor; Andy Young, bass-baritone; Marques Jerrell Ruff, bass-baritone

	 10.	 As God the Lord of Sabaoth liveth
	 	 Elijah; Ahab: Haitham Haidar, tenor

	 11.	 Baal, we cry on thee!	
	 12.	 Call him louder! for he is a God

	 13.	 Call him louder! He heareth not

	 14.	 Lord God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel	

	 16.	 O Thou, who makest Thine angels spirits / The fire descends from heav’n

	 17.	 Is not His word like a fire

	 19.	 O man of God, help Thy people!
		  Obadiah: Haitham Haidar, tenor; Elijah; The Youth: Peter Jurski, Youth Soprano

	 20.	 Thanks be to God, He laveth the thirsty land

P R O G R A M

PART II*
	 21.	 Hear ye, Israel! Hear what the Lord speaketh!
		  Aria: Chelsea Helm, soprano

	 23.	 The Lord hath exalted thee from among the people
		  Elijah; Queen Jezebel: Laura Mercado, mezzo-soprano 

	 24.	 Woe to him! He shall perish

	 25.	 Man of God, now let my words
	 	 Obadiah: Haitham Haidar, tenor; Elijah

	 26.	 It is enough! O Lord, now take away	my life

	 27.	 See, now he sleepeth beneath a juniper tree
	 	 Solo: Haitham Haidar, tenor

	 28.	 Cast thine burden upon the Lord 
		  Soli: Chelsea Helm, soprano; Laura Mercado, mezzo-soprano;  
		  Haitham Haidar, tenor; Marques Jerrell Ruff, bass-baritone	

	 29.	 He, watching over Israel	

	 30.	 Arise, Elijah, for thou hast a long journey 
		  The Angel: Laura Mercado, mezzo-soprano; Elijah

	 31.	 O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him 
		  The Angel: Laura Mercado, mezzo-soprano	

	 33.	 Night falleth round me, O Lord! 
		  Elijah; The Angel: Chelsea Helm, soprano

	 34.	 Behold, God the Lord passed by

	 36.	 Go, return upon thy way!

	 37.	 For the mountains shall depart

	 38.	 Then did Elijah the prophet break forth

	 39.	 Then shall the righteous shine forth 
		  Aria: Haitham Haidar, tenor	
	 42.	 And then shall your light break forth

				    *Incorporates performance cuts and editorial adjustments made by  

				    Artistic Director Craig Hella Johnson in shaping the work for this presentation. 
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PART I
Introduction
Overture

As God the Lord of Israel liveth, before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor  
rain these years but according to my word. (I KINGS 17:1)

1. Chorus
Help, Lord! wilt Thou quite destroy us? The harvest now is over, the summer days are 
gone, and yet no power cometh to help us! Will then the Lord be no more God in Zion?  

(JEREMIAH 8:19,20)

The deeps afford no water! And the rivers exhausted! The suckling’s tongue now  
cleaveth for thirst to his mouth; the infant children ask for bread, and there is no one 
breaketh it to feed them! (I KINGS 17:7; LAMENTATIONS 4:4) 

2. Chorus
Lord! bow Thine ear to our pray’r!

Zion spreadeth her hands for aid, and there is neither help nor comfort.  
(PSALM 86:1; LAMENTATIONS 1:17)

3. Obadiah
Ye people, rend your hearts, and not your garments for your transgressions:  
even as Elijah hath sealed the heavens through the word of God. I therefore say to ye, 
“Forsake your idols, return to God; for He is slow to anger, and merciful, and kind, and 
gracious, and repenteth Him of the evil.” (JOEL 2:12,13)

4. Obadiah
“If with all your hearts ye truly seek me, ye shall ever surely find me.” Thus saith our God.  
“If with all your hearts you truly seek me, ye shall ever surely find me.” Oh! that I knew 
where I might find Him, that I might even come before His presence.  
(DEUTERONOMY 4:29; JOB 23:3)

5. Chorus
Yet doth the Lord see it not, He mocketh at us; His curse hath fallen down upon us;  
His wrath will pursue us, till He destroy us! For He, the Lord our God, He is a jealous God, 
and He visiteth all the fathers’ sins on the children to the third and the fourth generation 
of them that hate Him. His mercies on thousands fall – fall on all of them that love Him, 
and keep His commandments. (DEUTERONOMY 28:22; EXODUS 20:5,6)

6. An Angel
Elijah! Get thee hence, Elijah, depart and turn thee eastward; thither hide thee by  
Cherith’s brook. There shalt thou drink its waters, and the Lord thy God hath commanded 
the ravens to feed thee there: so do according unto His word. (I KINGS 17:3,4)

T E X T T E X T

New English language Urtext edition of the Vocal Score for Elijah, Edition Peters,  
Text by William Bartholomew; edited by Klaus Burmeister.

7. Chorus
For He shall give His angels charge over thee: that they shall protect thee in all the  
ways thou goest; that their hands shall uphold and guide thee, lest thou dash thy foot 
against a stone. (PSALM 91:11,12)

10. Elijah
As God the Lord of Sabaoth liveth, before whom I stand, three years this day fulfilled,  
I will show myself unto Ahab; and the Lord will then send rain again upon the earth.

Ahab
Art thou Elijah? Art thou he that troubleth Israel?

Chorus 
Thou art Elijah, he that troubleth Israel!

Elijah
I never troubled Israel’s peace; it is thou, Ahab, and all thy father’s house. Ye have forsaken 
God’s commands, and thou hast followed Baalim! Now send and gather to me the whole 
of Israel unto Mount Carmel; there summon the prophets of Baal, and also the prophets of 
the groves, who are feasted at Jezebel’s table. Then we shall see whose God is the Lord.

Chorus 
And then we shall see whose god is God the Lord.

Elijah
Rise then, ye priests of Baal; select and slay a bullock, and put no fire under it; uplift your 
voices, and call the God ye worship; and I then will call on the Lord Jehovah: and the God,  
who by fire shall answer, let him be God.

Chorus 
Yea, and the God who by fire shall answer, let him be God.

Elijah
Call first upon your God; your numbers are many. I, even I only remain one prophet of the 
Lord! Invoke your forest gods and mountain deities. (I KINGS 18:1,15,17-19,22-25)

11. Priests of Baal
Baal, we cry to thee; hear and answer us! Heed the sacrifice we offer! Baal, O hear us, and 
answer us! Hear us, Baal! Hear, mighty god! Baal, O answer us! Baal, let thy flames fall and 
extirpate the foe! Baal, O hear us!

12. Elijah
Call him louder, for he is a God! He talketh, or he is pursuing, or he is on a journey;  
or, peradventure, he sleepeth; so awaken him: call him louder.

Priests of Baal
Hear our cry, O Baal! Now arise! Wherefore slumber?
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13. Elijah
Call him louder! He heareth not. With knives and lancets cut yourselves after your manner; 
leap upon the altar ye have made: call him and prophesy! Not a voice will answer you; 
none will listen, none heed you.

Priests of Baal
Baal! Hear and answer, Baal! Mark how the scorner derideth us! Hear and answer! 
(I KINGS 18:26-29)

Elijah
Draw near all ye people, come to me. (I KINGS 18:30)

14. Elijah
Lord God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, this day let it be known that Thou art God, and I am 
Thy servant! O show to all this people that I have done these things according to Thy word! 
O hear me, Lord, and answer me, and show this people that Thou art Lord God, and let 
their hearts again be turned! (I KINGS 18:30,36,37)

16. Elijah
O Thou, who makest Thine angels spirits; Thou, whose ministers are flaming fires, 
let them now descend! (PSALM 104:4)

Chorus
The fire descends from heaven; the flames consume his offering! Before Him upon your 
faces fall! The Lord is God: O Israel, hear! Our God is one Lord; and we will have no other 
gods before the Lord! (I KINGS 18:38,39; DEUTERONOMY 5:7; 6:4)

Elijah
Take all the prophets of Baal, and let not one of them escape you; bring them down to 
Kishon’s brook, and there let them be slain.

Chorus
Take all the prophets of Baal, and let not one of them escape us; bring all, and slay them!  
(I KINGS 18:40)

17. Elijah
Is not His word like a fire, and like a hammer that breaketh the rock into pieces? For God is 
angry with the wicked every day; and if the wicked turn not, the Lord will whet His sword; 
and He hath bent His bow, and made it ready. (JEREMIAH 23:29; PSALM 7:11,12)

19. Obadiah
O man of God, help thy people! Among the idols of the Gentiles, are there any that can 
command the rain, or cause the heavens to give their showers? The Lord our God alone 
can do these things.

Elijah
O Lord, Thou hast overthrown Thine enemies and destroyed them. Look down on us from 
heaven, O Lord; regard the distress of Thy people; open the heavens and send us relief; 
help, help Thy servant now, O God!

Chorus 
Open the heavens and send us relief: help, help Thy servant now, O God!

Elijah
Go up now, child, and look toward the sea. Hath my prayer been heard by the Lord?

The Youth
There is nothing. The heavens are as brass, they are as brass above me.

Elijah
When the heavens are closed up because they have sinned against Thee, yet if they pray 
and confess Thy name, and turn from their sin when Thou didst afflict them, then hear 
from heav’n, and forgive the sin! Help, send Thy servant help, O God!

Chorus 
Then hear from heaven and forgive the sin. Help, send Thy servant help, O God!

Elijah
Go up again, and still look toward the sea.

The Youth
There is nothing. The earth is as iron under me.

Elijah
Hearest thou no sound of rain? Seest thou nothing arise from the deep?

The Youth
No; there is nothing.

Elijah
Have respect to the pray’r of Thy servant, O Lord, my God! Unto Thee I will cry, Lord,  
my rock: be not silent to me; and Thy great mercies remember, Lord!

The Youth
Behold, a little cloud ariseth now from the waters; it is like a man’s hand! The heavens are 
black with clouds and with wind: the storm rusheth louder and louder!

Chorus 
Thanks be to God, for all His mercies!

Elijah
Thanks be to God, for He is gracious, and His mercy endureth for evermore!

20. Chorus 
Thanks be to God! He laveth the thirsty land! The waters gather, they rush along!  
They are lifting their voices! The stormy billows are high, their fury is mighty. But the Lord 
is above them, and Almighty! (JEREMIAH 14:22, II CHRONICLES 6:19,26,27; DEUTERONOMY 28:23;  

PSALMS 28:1, 106:1, 93:3-4; I KINGS 18:43-45)

T E X T T E X T



10 11

PART II
21. Soprano

Hear ye, Israel; hear what the Lord speaketh: “Oh, hadst thou heeded my 
commandments!” Who hath believed our report? To whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed? Thus saith the Lord, the redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One, to him oppressed 
by tyrants; thus saith the Lord: “I am He that comforteth; be not afraid, for I am thy God, 
I will strengthen thee. Say, who art thou, that thou art afraid of a man that shall die; and 
forgettest the Lord thy maker, who hath stretched forth the heavens and laid the earth’s 
foundations? Be not afraid, for I, thy God, will strengthen thee.”  
(ISAIAH 48:1,18, 53:1, 49:7, 41:10, 51:12-13)

23. Elijah
The Lord hath exalted thee from among the people, and o’er His people Israel hath made 
thee king. But thou, Ahab, hast done evil to provoke Him to anger above all that were 
before thee: as if it had been a light thing for thee to walk in the sins of Jeroboam. Thou 
hast made a grove and an altar to Baal, and served him and worshipped him. Thou hast 
killed the righteous and also taken possession. And the Lord shall smite all Israel; as a reed 
is shaken in the water; and He shall give Israel up, and thou shalt know He is the Lord.  
(I KINGS 14:7,9,15, 16:30-33)

	Queen Jezebel
Have ye not heard he hath prophesied against all Israel?

	Chorus
We heard it with our ears.

	Queen Jezebel
Hath he not prophesied also against the king of Israel?

	Chorus
We heard it with our ears.

Queen Jezebel
And why hath he spoken in the name of the Lord? Doth Ahab govern the kingdom of 
Israel, while Elijah’s power is greater than the king’s? The gods do so to me, and more, if, 
by tomorrow about this time, I make not his life as the life of one of them whom he hath 
sacrificed at the brook of Kishon!

	Chorus
He shall perish!

	Queen Jezebel
Hath he not destroyed Baal’s prophets?

	Chorus
He shall perish!

	Queen Jezebel
Yea, by sword he destroyed them all!

	Chorus
He destroyed them all!

	Queen Jezebel
He also closed the heavens!

	Chorus
He also closed the heavens!

	Queen Jezebel
And called down a famine upon the land.

	Chorus
And called down a famine upon the land.

	Queen Jezebel
So go ye forth and seize Elijah, for he is worthy to die; slaughter him!  
Do unto him as he hath done!

24. Chorus
Woe to him, he shall perish; he closed the heavens! And why hath he spoken in the  
name of the Lord? Let the guilty prophet perish! He hath spoken falsely against our land 
and us, as we have heard with our ears. So go ye forth; seize on him! He shall die!  
(JEREMIAH 26:9,11; I KINGS 18:10, 21:7; ECCLESIASTICUS 48:2,3)

25. Obadiah
Man of God, now let my words be precious in thy sight. Thus saith Jezebel: “Elijah is  
worthy to die.” So the mighty gather against thee, and they have prepared a net for thy 
steps, that they may seize thee, that they may slay thee. Arise, then, and hasten for thy life, 
to the wilderness journey. The Lord thy God doth go with thee; He will not fail thee,  
He will not forsake thee. Now begone, and bless me also. 

Elijah
Though stricken, they have not grieved! Tarry here, my servant; the Lord be with thee.  
I journey hence to the wilderness. (II KINGS 1:1,3; JEREMIAH 5:3, 26:11; PSALM 59:3; I KINGS 19:3,4; 

DEUTERONOMY 31:6; EXODUS 12:32; I SAMUEL 17:37)

 26. Elijah
It is enough! O Lord, now take away my life, for I am not better than my fathers!  
I desire to live no longer; now let me die, for my days are but vanity! I have been very 
jealous for the Lord God of Hosts! For the children of Israel have broken Thy covenant  
and thrown down Thine altars and slain all Thy prophets, slain them with the sword; and 
I, even I, only am left, and they seek my life to take it away. It is enough! O Lord, now take 
away my life, for I am not better than my fathers! (JOB 7:16; I KINGS 19:4, 10) 

27. Tenor
See, now he sleepeth beneath a juniper tree in the wilderness! And there the angels of  
the Lord encamp round about all them that fear Him. (I KINGS 19:5; PSALM 34:7)

T E X T T E X T
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28. Quartet 
Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and He shall sustain thee. He never will suffer the 
righteous to fall: He is at thy right hand. Thy mercy, Lord, is great,and far above the 
heavens. Let none be made ashamed that wait upon Thee. (PSALMS 55:22, 16:8, 108:4, 25:3)

29. Chorus
He, watching over Israel, slumbers not, nor sleeps. Shouldst thou, walking in grief, 
languish, He will quicken thee. (PSALMS 121:4; 138:7)

30. The Angel
Arise, Elijah, for thou hast a long journey before thee. Forty days and forty nights shalt 
thou go to Horeb, the mount of God. (I KINGS 19:7, 8)

Elijah
O Lord, I have labored in vain! Yea, I have spent my strength for naught, and in vain! 
O, that Thou would’st rend the heavens, that Thou would’st come down! That the 
mountains would flow down at Thy presence, to make Thy name known to Thine 
adversaries, through the wonders of Thy works! O Lord, why hast Thou made them to  
err from Thy ways, and hardened their hearts, that they do not fear Thee?  
O that I now might die! (ISAIAH 49:4, 64:1,2; 63:17; I KINGS 19:4) 

31. The Angel
O rest in the Lord; wait patiently for Him and He shall give thee thy heart’s desires. 
Commit thy way unto Him, and trust in Him, and fret not thyself because of evil doers.  
(PSALM 37:1,4,7)

33. Elijah
Night falleth round me, O Lord! Be Thou not far from me! Hide not Thy face, O Lord,  
from me; my soul is thirsting for Thee, as a thirsty land.

The Angel
Arise, now! Get thee without! Stand on the mount before the Lord, for there His glory will 
appear and shine on thee! Thy face must be veiled, for He draweth near.  
(PSALM 143:6,7; I KINGS 19:11,13)

34. Chorus
Behold! God the Lord passed by! And a mighty wind rent the mountains around, brake 
in pieces the rocks, brake them before the Lord. But yet the Lord was not in the tempest. 
Behold! God the Lord passed by! And the sea was upheaved, and the earth was shaken.  
But yet the Lord was not in the earthquake. And after the earthquake there came a fire.  
But yet the Lord was not in the fire. And after the fire there came a still small voice;  
and in that still voice, onward came the Lord. (I KINGS 19:11,12)

36. Chorus
Go, return upon thy way! For the Lord yet hath left Him seven thousand in Israel, knees 
which have not bowed to Baal. Go, return upon thy way. Thus the Lord commandeth.  
(I KINGS 19:15,18)

Elijah
I go on my way in the strength of the Lord. For Thou art my Lord, and I will suffer  
for Thy sake. My heart is therefore glad, my glory rejoiceth, and my flesh shall also  
rest in hope. (PSALMS 71:16; 16:9)

37. Elijah
For the mountains shall depart, and the hills be removed; but Thy kindness shall not 
depart from me, neither shall the covenant of Thy peace be removed. (ISAIAH 54:10)

38. Chorus
Then did Elijah the prophet break forth like a fire; his words appeared like burning  
torches. Mighty kings by him were overthrown. He stood on the mount of Sinai and  
heard the judgments of the future; and in Horeb, its vengeance. And when the Lord  
would take him away to heaven, lo! there came a fiery chariot, with fiery horses;  
and he went by a whirlwind to heaven. (ECCLESIASTICUS 48:1,6,7; II KINGS 2:1,11)

39. Tenor
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in their heavenly Father’s realm.  
Joy on their head shall be for everlasting, and all sorrow and mourning shall flee away 
forever. (MATTHEW 13:43; ISAIAH 51:11)

42. Final Chorus
And then shall your light break forth as the light of morning breaketh,
and your health shall speedily spring forth then; and the glory of the Lord
ever shall reward you. Lord, our Creator, how excellent Thy name is in all the nations!  
Thou fillest heaven with Thy glory. Amen. (ISAIAH 58:8; PSALM 8:1)

T E X T T E X T
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CRAIG HELLA JOHNSON  
is the founding artistic director of Conspirare 
and one of America’s most distinctive 
voices in choral music. A conductor, 
composer, and arranger, he is widely 
recognized for creating deeply expressive 
musical experiences that connect singers, 
listeners, and communities. Under his 
artistic leadership, Conspirare received 
the 2015 GRAMMY® Award for Best Choral 
Performance, as well as the coveted 
European Edison Prize and the Preis der 
deutschen Schallplattenkritik. Celebrated as 
a guest conductor of choral and orchestral 
works, he is regularly invited to lead festivals, 
honor choirs, and special performances 
around the world. His concert-length 
oratorio Considering Matthew Shepard, 
now in its 10th anniversary year, continues 
to be performed throughout the United 
States and internationally. Johnson serves as 
Professor of Practice in the School of Music 
at Texas State University and is proud to call 
Austin his musical home.

CONSPIRARE is a GRAMMY®-winning choir and nonprofit performing arts and 
music education organization that believes in the power of music to change lives, 
inspire peace, and foster belonging. Conspirare was established in 1991 in Austin, 
Texas, by Craig Hella Johnson and a band of dedicated supporters. 

OUR IMPACT  
Every day, Conspirare brings life-changing music to Austin and beyond. We come 
together in Song — to create art, to take risks, to play, to express something unique 
— to breathe together. In the last year, we: 

Received our 12th GRAMMY®-nomination for latest recording,  
advena: liturgies for a broken world.

7,355 people experienced beauty, healing, and belonging through concerts,  
free community events, and Big Sings.

76 professional artists worked doing what they do best and  
100+ talented lifelong singers performed in the Symphonic Choir.

665,890 listeners streamed Conspirare’s music 2,660,309 times on Spotify!

A B O U T  C R A I G  H E L L A  J O H N S O N  A N D  C O N S P I R A R E

ABOUT THE COVER

Elijah spoke truth in a time of great turmoil, when it would have been easier to stay 
silent. Throughout Conspirare’s history, we have given voice to poets who carry that 
same courage: naming what is broken, calling for hope, and inviting us into deeper 
relationship with ourselves, each other, and the natural world. The photos on the 
cover feature some of these truthtellers. They offer wisdom we can carry with us long 
after the music ends.

The poets pictured on the cover are listed below, along with the music where you 
can hear their words.

Octavio Paz, Mexican poet and Nobel laureate, wrote the  
epic poem Piedra de sol (Sunstone). Joby Talbot’s setting is  
available on Conspirare’s latest recording.

Sarah Winnemucca, Northern Piute writer and activist,  
wrote Life Among the Piutes: Their Wrongs and Claims.  
Kile Smith set sections of this autobiography in The Dawn’s  
Early Light, which you can hear on The Singing Guitar.

Langston Hughes’ “I Dream a World” is often read in our  
concerts, and Margaret Bonds’s setting of his poem “Joy”  
is available on House of Belonging.

Eliza Gilkyson’s “Requiem” and “Sunflowers” are often  
performed in arrangements by Craig Hella Johnson and  
can be heard on Company of Voices: Conspirare in Concert  
and Requiem.  

Somaia Ramish, poet, writer, journalist and women’s rights  
activist from Afghanistan living in the Netherlands, wrote  
poetry that Jocelyn Hagen set in Songs for Muska.

Michael Dennis Browne, poet and co-librettist of  
Considering Matthew Shepard, wrote the text for  
Stephen Paulus’ “The Road Home.”

We will hear from more these and additional truth tellers this season.  
Our closing concert, Still We Sing, will include powerful texts from  
nonviolent singing movements around the world.

These voices connect us to our ancestors and to those we have yet to meet.

T R U T H  T E L L E R S

Read the Elijah program notes  
and learn more about Conspirare artists.
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Production Team 
Technical Director & Co-Producer

Robert Harlan

Stage Manager

Viera Buzgova

Assistant Stage Manager

Jonathan Fritzlen
Venue Host

Northwest Hills  
United Methodist Church
Crew

Sarah Williams
Alyssa Blackwell
John Diaz
Levi McClung

House Manager

Michele Stone

Printed Program Design

Karin Elsener

Artist Hosts 
Conspirare is grateful to our Artist Hosts for 
providing artist accommodations. 

Teresa Ringness
Lynne Dobson & Greg Wooldridge
DeeAnne & Steve Paulson

If you have a spare bedroom (or more!) and 
would like to learn more about hosting an artist, 
please contact Meri Krueger at mkrueger@
conspirare.org. 

Ambassadors
Conspirare is grateful to our Ambassadors for 
serving as ushers, providing office and storage 
assistance, and many other jobs that keep us 
singing! 

Linda Cameron
David Cameron 
Camille Atkins Hardeman
Michelle Fisher
Virginia Hyde
Rod Howard
Maureen Milligan
Sibylle Rhein

To learn more about becoming an Ambassador, 
contact Janet Bezner  
at jbezner@conspirare.org.

With Gratitude to our 
Friends and Supporters
TLC Box Office
First Austin
Philip Overbaugh

 

C O L L A B O R A T O R S

Emergency Exit Instructions 
In an emergency, please listen for  
instructions from the stage.  
Most patrons will exit towards the back.

C O L L A B O R A T O R S

Staff
Artistic Director 
Craig Hella Johnson
Managing Director
Ann McNair
Director of Development
Travis Fitzgold 
Technical Director and Stage Manager
Robert Harlan
Artist Relations
Meri Krueger 
Executive Assistant to the Artistic Director
Melissa LeClair 
Production Assistant
Indri Schaelicke
Grants Manager
Catherine Spainhour
Front of House Coordinator 
Janet Bezner
Development Coordinator  
Josephina Wright
Accounting
Jitasa Group

All of Us at Conspirare  
extend our deepest gratitude 
to Jane Ramirez for 10+ years  
of devoted service to Conspirare.  
We wish you the very best in 
retirement.

Board of Directors
Co-Chair
Nancy Lesch 
Health and Wellness Consultant and Coach

Co-Chair
Carol Williams 
ACC (Certified Coach) 

Vice Chair  
Nina DiLeo 
Arts Andministration (ret.)

Treasurer
William G. Fivecoat 
CPA (ret.)

Secretary  
Camille Atkins Hardeman 
Director, MBA 

Marvin J. Brittman 
Legal Executive (ret.)

Susanna Finnell 
Higher Education Administration (ret.)

Simone Talma Flowers 
Director, MBA

Elliott Forrest 
Broadcaster/Producer/Director/Designer, WQXR, NY

Jerry Gatlin 
Vice President of Global Accounts (ret.)

Elias Haslanger 
Saxophonist and Global Business Executive, AMD  

Joey M. Martin 
Director of Choral Activities/Associate Dean,  
Texas State University

Steven Paulson 
3M (ret.)

Oliver Scofield 
Senior Advisor, KI Concerts

Joni Wallace 
Dentist, Dr. Joni Wallace, DDS

Performance Note
Conspirare performs in a variety of 
venues designed to enhance choral 
sound. Choral music has a rich history 
in religious and cultural traditions. In 
performing such works and in such 
places, Conspirare is committed to 
the vastness of human expression, 
belonging, and love. 

We value and celebrate the great 
diversity of religious, artistic, and 
human experiences that our musicians 
and audience members bring. All are 
welcome here. Come, create the space 
in which the music is held today. 

Love Conspirare?
Help us expand our audience by leaving a Google Review.  
Thank You for your Support!
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We are deeply grateful to every individual,  foundation, business, 
and government agency for your investment in Conspirare’s mission to change 
lives through the power of music. Monthly and multi-year donors enable us to 
dream big while planning sustainably. This list represents cash, asset, and in-kind 
gifts made from October 1, 2025 through September 30, 2026.

Your Generosity Brings Our Song to Life.
 – Asterisk (*) denotes monthly donors: Hella Circle members (conspirare.org/support-us/hella-circle)
 – Italics denotes donors of 5+ years
 – Bold denotes donors of 10+ years
 – Underline denotes Hella’s Angels members

$25,000+ 
Marvin Brittman*
Carla & Stephanie Burzyk-Smith
Dixie Camp
Frances & Larry Collmann*
Mary & Phil Delk
Lynne Dobson & Greg Wooldridge
William Fivecoat*
Elena Goyanes
Robert Harlan
Sheri Henriksen*
Gail & Jeffrey Kodosky
Rebecca & Art Miller*
Gayle Glass Roche*
Nancy Scanlan
Sir Golden Weasel, Esq.
Carol Williams*

$15,000-$24,999   
Susanna & Richard Finnell*
Trish & Robert Karli
Henry & Kathy Leighton*
Amy McCaffrey*
DeeAnne & Steven Paulson*
Susanne Tetzlaff & Eric Tiblier

$10,000-$14,999
Nancy & Randall Baden*
Andrew Kennedy & Andrea Dinnick
Eric Leibrock*
Karen Linder
Adam Loewy
Lee Manford & Casey Blass
Mr. Joey Martin*

$5,000-$9,999   
James Randle Adair
Roslyn & Sean Breen
Michael & Sarah Covey
Paula D’Arcy & Red Bird Foundation
Nina & Jeffrey Di Leo*
Rena & Richard D’Souza  
   & Richard B Offshore LLC
Charles Fraser
Mary Nell Frucella
Susan & Jerry Gatlin*
Cynthia Gonzales & Bill Guajardo*
Margaret & H. Peyton Henderson
Daniel Jackson & Jeremy Guiberteau*
Dan & Rochelle Kraus
Angie & Steve Larned
Lou Ann & Bill Lasher
Nancy Lesch
Chandra Muller & William Beckner*
Karon Rilling & Judy Mattair*
Teresa Ringness*
Patricia Roach & Robert Martin*
Susan & Jack Robertson*
Ben & Roseann Roth
Debra & Brian Shivers*
Mr. Scott Stevens & Darren Gibson
Russ & Janey Trowbridge
Stephen & Nicole VanderVoort
Joni Wallace
Isabel Welland
Melody Westervelt

$2,500-$4,999   
Laura Agnew & William Abell
Anonymous Donors
Sylvia Arabian & Andrew Schwartz
Brett Barnes
Mr. Mark Bierner*
Ginger & R. Michael Blair*
Vera Bowen*
Dan Bullock & Annette Carlozzi
Anne & Samuel Byars
Bob & Kathleen Covey
Danna & John Crutch Crutchfield
Lynne Dobson & Greg Wooldridge
Bryan Dunkin*
Elliott Forrest
Sally Grenard Moore
Pamela Hite
Karen & Donald Kirmis 
Tina & Dale Knobel*
Patrick Landrum & PL&D/ 
    Patrick Landrum Design*
Drs. Jyoti & Aditya Mathur
Terry & Steve Morganti-Fisher*
Michele Morrison*
Cynthia Norvell
Linda & Robert Ramsey
Flo Ann Randle
Lisa Sanchez
Barbara Schutz
Joe Sesil
Caren Steele
Sandra & Robert Tomlinson*
Jannette Wagner

We are thankful for the hundreds of donors who make Conspirare’s music possible. 

F O U N D A T I O N S

ANONYMOUS

ECLECTIC PHILANTHROPIC 
FUND OF THE SOUTHWEST
COMMUNITY FOUNDATION 

ELJAY FOUNDATION 

LOLA WRIGHT FOUNDATION

PELTON CHARITABLE  
FOUNDATION 

KEATING FAMILY  
FOUNDATION

S P O N S O R S / 2026-2027 Season

F R I E N D S

Nancy & Randall Baden
Roslyn & Sean Breen

Marvin Brittman
Stephanie & Carla Burzyk-Smith

Frances & Larry Collmann
Mary & Phil Delk

Lynne Dobson & Greg Wooldridge
Susanna & Richard Finnell

William Fivecoat
Sir Golden Weasel, Esq.

Elena Goyanes
Lara and Robert Harlan
Sheri Clark Henriksen

Trish & Robert Karli
Tina & Dale Knobel

Gail & Jeffrey Kodosky
Eric Leibrock

Henry & Kathy Leighton
Adam Loewy

Lee Manford & Casey Blass
Joey Martin

Amy McCaffrey
Rebecca & Art Miller

DeeAnne & Steven Paulson
Gayle Glass Roche

Nancy Scanlan
Susanne Tetzlaff & Eric Tiblier

Stephen & Nicole VanderVoort
Carol Williams

M E M B E R S  O FS E A S O N 
U N D E R W R I T E R

ADVANCED MICRO DEVICES

BANK OF AMERICA

B U S I N E S S 
S P O N S O R S

A R T S 
A G E N C I E S

Joel Brauer Fund
FOR NEW MUSIC

S E A S O N 
S P O N S O R

Nancy Scanlan
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$1,000-$2,499      
Mary Kevorkian*
Carol & Chris Adams
Kathy Akin*
Esteban Alvarez
James Arth*
Mr. Steven and Susan Beebe*
Hayden Brooks*
Linda & George Brown*
Robert Brueck*
Brad Buchholz
Shirley Burger*
Sarah & Ernest Butler
Mr. Jack Byrom*
Mr. Linda & David Cameron*
Carol Ciolino*
Janis & David Claflin*
Milton Cobb*
Nathasha and David Collmann
Deborah Dobbs
Sylvia Fatzer
Susan Nash Fekety
Stephen Finnerty & Finnerty Consulting*
Travis & Katy Fitzgold*
Connie Foster*
Jacquelin & Daniel Fowler*
Jolynn & Gregory Free*
Mary Gifford*
Kim & Steve Gilbert
Deborah Glusker*
Marianne & Mitchell Gould
Ann S Graham & Arlen Johnson*
Jeanne & Donald Grantham*
Diane Humes & Allan Treiman
David Hunt
Gordon Huth
Charles & Bob Jarvis
Mr. Ronald Jernigan
Maxx Judd
Ann Kasper & Lee Einsweiler
Donna & William Knox*
Patricia Koch & Matthew Middendorf
Mark & Becky Konen*
Linda & Michael Lackey  
	 & Presidiales Holdings
Teri Larson & Donald Krubsack
Melissa LeClair & Todd Reynolds
Ms. Laurie Locke
Susan & Craig Lubin*
Thomas Lukens
Gitanjali Mathur & Ciji Isen
Ellen & Jim Matthews
Sue & Philip Maxwell
Sara McIntosh
Debe & Kevin McKeand*

Ann McNair*
Renée Meriwether*
Suzanne Mitchell & Richard Zansitis*
Mike & Sue Nazar*
Tamra-Shae Oatman
Mr. Terri & John Orton
Philip Overbaugh 
	 & Craig Hella Johnson*
Aurelia Palubeckas*
Linda Parrish*
Jean Permann*
Ms. Diane Post
Mr. Kari and Jonathan Riemer
Lana Russell
Susan Schaffer
Frank Schubert*
Oliver Scofield
Carolyn and Marc Seriff
Sallie Sheppard & Leland Blank
Carole & Charles Sikes
Bea Ann Smith*
Judy Leatherwood Smith*
James Stolpa
Joan Swartz
Mary & Rusty Tally
Simone Talma Flowers
Lester Tanquilut
Bernadette Tasher*
John Taylor & Peter Flagg Maxson*
Michael & Melissa Tomasz
Amy & Philip Welsh*
Nancy Whitworth*
Patrick Willis*
Eva Womack
Patricia & Curtis Wyman
Ted Yanecek & Dale Herron*

$250-$999   
Zerrin Agabigum & Ryan Martin
Courtney Aguilar*
Kay Allison
Blair & Betty Anderson
Ms. Hillary Anderson
Dr. Anton Armstrong
Heather & Reed Arnos
Camille Atkins Hardeman*
Andy Austin & Cindy Stewart
Margaret & Robert Ayres
Ana Baida*
Michal Bailey*
Cecilia Barrentine*
Roland Barrera*
Anna Bednar
Charles Bednar
Dick Bednar
Jeremy Bencken*
Margaret & Robert Berdahl
Ellen Berman
Anne Beroza*
Janet Bezner*
Ingrid & Nathan Bick
Kellie & Clint Bledsoe
Karen & Mike Blizzard
Toby Blumenthal-Phillips
Tucker Bonner*
Bowers Hamilton Family
George Brennan
Nancy Bryan*
Kyle Bryson & Amy Burgus
Angela Burns
Domingo Bustos
Ms. Viera Buzgova
Lisa & Dave Caldwell
Mr. Paul Carapetyan & Julia Spann
Carolyn & Curtis Carlson
Michele Carter
Dr. Marsha & Tom Caven  
	 & Rocky River Ranch
Melody Chatelle
Lynn Chavarria
Robert Clagett*
Nicholas Clavio & Catherine Davis*
Janna Clement
Atmara Cloe*
Janet Cobb*
Nancy Collins
Ms. Mary Anne Connolly*
Deborah Copeland
Lisa & Eric Craven
Ms. Francine Crisara
Mary Crouter & David Weiser*

Peter Cullinan  
	 & Advance Products and Systems
Janice & Rowland Curry
James Curry & Cara Tasher
Margaret & Marc Curtis
Dawn & Richard Denne*
Sandra Derby
Michael DiLeo
Scott Dinger*
Kathy Doane
Tom Driscoll & Thomas Driscoll*
Sandra Dunn & Paul Harford
Melissa Eddy & Tracy Schiemenz*
George Elliman
Kathleen Ellis*
Maydelle & Sam Fason
Carlos Fernandez  
	 & Susan Yewell-Fernandez
Lee Fletcher
Gwen Flory*
Christa Floyd
Chris Forland*
Deborah Franke*
Vana Jill & Terry Frisbie
Cheryl Fuller*
Dr. Marilyn Gaddis
Laura Galt & ATx Random Productions, LLC
Rick & Ginger Geyer*
Jody Gillit*
Linda Glasgow
Nan Golding*
Mr. Jim and Jo Green
Karen Hale & Al Lindsey*
Christi Harlan
Elias & Amy Haslanger
Vincent & Susan Hauser
Megan & Michael Helmbrecht
David Hewlett
Eileen Houston
Rod John Howard & Virginia Hyde
Melissa Huebsch-Stroud*
Ms. Pamela & Rick Huffman
Donna & William Hulsey
Cecile Johnson
Phyllis Keller
Karen Kibler & Thomas Grimes
Kathleen Kinney*
Lynn Knaupp
Paula Kothmann  
	 & Paula Kothmann Properties
Robert Kyr
Laraine Lasdon
Mr. Jon-Michael & Connolly Lees
Ann Leon

Kathrin Lewis*
Kathy & Paul Lindquist
Emily Little & Clayton & Little Architects
Mr. Donna and Linton Luetje
Rosemary & Jonathan Lundell
Ms. Suzanne McAllister  
	 & Ralph Engstrom
Kari McDonald*
Lisa McLean
Vance McMahan
Dr. M.J. McReynolds
Henry Meadows
Ted & Becky Mercado*
Randy & Carla Michna
Jeanie Miley*
Joe Milton*
Delia & Ryan Mitchell
Gloria Moore*
Polly Moore & AMG Wealth Advisors
Janice Morris
Marcia & Jeffrey Noebels
Catherine Noellert
Karen Olson*
Dorothy Overbey*
Matthew and Mary Overholt
Susan Petersen & House of Friends  
	 Dementia Respite Program
Mary Petrak*
Edith Stuart Phillips  
	 & Grateful Dog Photo/VideoDesign*
Adela Pineda-Franco
Donna Povse
Gary Pyle*
Ms. Jane Ramirez*
Patricia & Ken Reed*
Rose Ann & John Reeser
Sibylle Rhein & Dr. Tom Gaussiran
Karin Richmond*
Erma & William Chris Richter
Loren N Riemer*
Diane Ring
Kathlene Ritch & Scott Noakes*
Priscilla Jane Rundquist*
Ms. Deborah Rupp*
Donna Rutherford
Valerie Savage*
Darcy Schneider
April Schweighart
Natalie & Casey Seeboth*
Araminta and Tom Sellers
Mark Shapiro
Tom Shelton*
Kimberly Sidey
Debi Smith*

Evan & Julia Smith
Catherine Spainhour  
	 & Magnifcath GrantWorks*
Krystina & Mark Speegle
John Spence
Alyson & Paul Stone*
Brett Stroud
Marion Swaybill
Margaret Sweet
Stephen Talsness & Maggie Dornfeld*
Kerry Tate
Vickie Tatum
Meredith Thomas & Walter Stroup*
Catherine Troisi & Richard Stoll*
Dale & Roy Truitt
Barbara & Benjamin Truskoski
Sharon Turner*
Anne & Tony Vance*
Willyn Wahl
Karen & Andy White & White Lilacs Fund
Kathleen Wicoff
James & Victoria Woodruff
Amy & Steve Younkman
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<$250   
Karen & Mark Aamot
Meghan Ackley
John Ahrens
Kay Allen
Dianna Amorde
Olga Andreeva
Alain Arduain
Rich Armington
Kay Arnold
Barbara & Robert Baldrica
Charles Ballo
Stephanie Barko
Martin Baughman
Peter Bay
Mim Luetje & Garrett Beauvais*
Wendy Bixby
Michael Black*
Ms. Sarah Bottomley
Julie Bowman
Susan Broniarczyk
Bill Brookover*
Richard Brooks
Margaret Brown
Barbara Brown
Rob & Karrie Brueck
James Bryant*
Mr. Steven Bryant
Suzanne Buirgy
Amy Bumpus
Judy & John Bush
Ms. Margery Cantor
Alana Carpenter-Moore*
Darin Carraher
John Carraher
Kevin Carraher
Jeneanne Carson
Joanna Castillo*
Colby Charrier
Cindy & William Chreist
Gloria Chukman
Sharon Coleman*
Mr. James Comer  
    & Comer Communications*
Emma Jane Conley
Mary Cook
John Cooper & David Perkins*
Ms. Cindy Couch
Monique Coulombe
Mary Coyle
Monica Cravotta
Michael Crocken
Isabel Danz
Cindy & Sid Davis
Janel Davis

Mary Alice DeBow*
Faith DeBow
Gia Deslauriers
John Diaz
We Dieter
Jeanne Dittmann
Ms. Dianne Donovan
Barry Dorfman
Lisa Dow
Louis Drew
Mary Duncan
Sharon Dunn*
Jan & Edward Dupuy
Doree DuToit & Tim Tengblad
Jordan Eggleson
Deborah Elms
Ken & Dana Engstrom
Robert Faires & Barbara Chisholm
David Farwig*
Linda Fay
Vivian & Tim Ferchill
Mary Fero
Lindsey Fivecoat
Helen Foster*
Diane & Nathan Frambach
Howard and Rachel Frazier
Sharon French
Dr. Sarah Frommer
Annette Fuller
Evelyn & Richard Gabrillo
Helen Gaebler*
Diana Gale
Shernaz & George Garcia
Ms. Barbara Gerbig
Mary Gillcoatt-Crouch*
Robert Goad
Wravan Godsoe & Paul Baker
Randy Gonzalez
Wallis Goodman
Carol Goodwin
Mr. Loel Graber
Lee Ann Grayson
Michael Gross*
David Hall
Jennifer & Samuel Hansen*
Amy Harris
Elinor Hart
Karen Haslund
Leroy Haverlah
Jan Hedrick
Mr. Judith & I. Beber Helburn
John Hildreth
Sara Hilgers*
Kevin Hill

Sara Hill*
Martha Frances Hilley
Jill Hoefling
Cathy & Bill Holland*
Linda & Kenneth Holmen
Mari & Dudley Houghton
Pauline Hovey
Jane Huddle
Delora Hughes*
Deborah Hujar
Ben & Rex Hunt
Candra Huston
Patricia & James Hutchison
Ms. Joyce Inman
Cindy Isaacson
Bailey Isbell
Katherine Jawetz
Judith Jellison & Robert Duke
Jimmie Johnson*
Karin Johnson
Brooke Johnson
E.S. Jordan
Patrick Keating & Kathryn Egawa
Maureen Keton
Mary Kew
Vicki King
David King
Barry King
Ms. Mary Lange*
Kathryn Lessley
Michael Levy
Roberta Ley
Terry Lieberknecht
Kendra & Samual Lipman
Ms. Shanny Lott
Edward Love
Tara Lowery-Hart
Eileen & Ed Lundy
Joseph Mach
Dana & Andy MacLaren
Sally Macrae
Linda Markert*
Katrina Martin-Valenta*
Thomas Mason
Christopher Mason
Sarah Masterson
Carolynne Mathis
Mary Maurer
Katherine Mauro
Kathleen McCartan
Beverly McCune*
Linda McDavitt
Jean McElhaney
Robert McKee

Margaret McKelvey
Karen McLaughlin
R. Jaimen & Dorothea McMillan
Kathryn McNeely*
Carol Meadows
Kelsey Menehan
Sabrina Mikan PHD*
Theresa Milazzo*
Karla Miller
Mr. Glenn Miller
Anna Miller
Maureen Milligan*
Ben Mills
Ivan Milman & Janie Keys*
Mr Steven Mines
Martha Moore
Barbara Mornar
Cindy & Jim Morriss
Karen Mott*
Toni & Joseph Murgo
Mr. Andy Murphy
Ms. Anne Nagelkirk
Katy Nail
Donald Nally & Steven Hyder
Judith & Donald Neely
Joel Nesvadba
Pamela & Will Nichols
Maria Nino
Monty Northrup
Janwin Overstreet-Goode
Ms. Linda Owen
Daniel Pagnano & Mary Cronin
Samuel Palasota
Jamie Pallas
Ms. Christa & R.K. Pandey
Adrienne Pedrotti
Paul Pew
Ann & Jay Platt
Jane Pollard
Russ Post
Christina Potter
Susan Powers & S Mitchell Interiors
Dan Pozza
Ms. Catherine Rearick
Alicia Reinmund-Martinez
Alex Rendahl
Lisa Reynolds
Janis Richardson*
Eileen & Ron Ricks
Valerie Rislove
Rosa Rivera & Juan Miró
Ms. Linda & William Roach
Catherine Robb
Sarah Roberts

Benjamin Rode
Carrie Rodriguez & Luke Jacobs
Mary Ronningen
Christina Rosas*
John Roselli
Heather Rosen
Josep Rota
Jessica & Nathan Rothe
Julie Rothe
Joan & Emmett Rothe
Bryan Rust
Kirsten & John Ryden
Omen Safavi
Wendy Salome
Katrina Saporsantos
Barbara Sappington
Deborah Sarosdy
Dave & Margret Schaefer
Rita Schaelicke
Patricia & Richard Schlader
Linda & David Scholes
Jacquelyn Schwimmer
Dr. Kimberly Sherrill
Madison Shortes
Cherie Simpson
Charlotte Slack*
Mary Elizabeth Smith
Joan Soble
Dale & Steve Sonnenberg
Genie & Wayne Sorensen
James Sotiros
Patricia Speier & Charles Woodruff
Phillip Spohn & Mary Hickman
Katie Stahl
Nicholas & Thomas Standish-Rinn
Joyce Statz & David Hogan
Rudolph Steiblitz
Robert Stephens
Jo Stevenson
Mark Stine
Virginia Stotts
James Stover
Diana Stromme
Ms. Gail & Tim Sulak
Maury Sullivan
David Sullivan
Stephanie & Kevin Sutherland
Rick Taylor
Margaret Thompson*
Yolanda Torres
Mark Townsend
Lisa & Brian Trittin*
Melissa Trousdale
Christopher Tuggey

Patricia & William Turney
Erin Verducci
Linda Vigen
Jennifer Wang
Linda Warren
Robert Watson-Hemphill
TC Waugh
Pamela Weems
Cheryl & Bud Werner
Nancy West*
Cathy White
Mr. Edwin Williams & Kim Mosley
Elizabeth Winslow*
Karla & James Wintle 
	 & Victoriana Enterprises
Charlotte Wise
Chris Yost
Liz & Justus Zimmerman
Diana Zuniga

We strive to publish an accurate  
donor list. If an error or omission is noted, 
please let us know by contacting  
Travis Fitzgold at 512-476-5775 or 
tfitzgold@conspirare.org.  
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Austin’s arts community 

deserves great journalism

Art Beat, from KUT and KUTX, is your source for local 
arts and culture coverage. Through in-depth 

reporting, artist profiles, breaking news and curated 
recommendations, Art Beat explores how art is 
created, funded and experienced — and why it 

matters to our community.

Because art isn't an extra — it's what brings a Because art isn't an extra — it's what brings a 
community to life.

Get Art Beat
in your inbox


