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Into Dreams
CONSPIRARE  YOUTH CHOIRS

GREAT BIG CHORUSES
FROM BEETHOVEN TO BROADWAY

Conspirare Symphonic Choir
Victoria Bach Festival Chorus and Orchestra
Conducted by Craig Hella Johnson

SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 7PM  VICTORIA, TX
Details and tickets at victoriabachfestival.org

SUNDAY, JUNE 7, 4PM
Long Center for the Performing Arts, Austin
Tickets at conspirare.org or 512-474-5664

Thrill to 250 musicians onstage as they perform popular 
choral pieces that are both great and big – including the 
finale of Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony – plus a world  
premiere by Donald Grantham.

BIG SING WHERE THE AUDIENCE IS THE CHOIR
THURSDAY, MAY 14, 6PM FREE admission
First Austin Church, 901 Trinity Street
Conducted by Craig Hella Johnson
Come raise your voice with us!

MORE INFORMATION AT CONSPIRARE.ORG

SEASON
FINALE

CONCERT

COMING UP FROM 
CONSPIRARE
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Dear Conspirare supporters, friends, & families,

Tonight, a word of thanks. Whether you have 
been with us just this year or nine (as some of our 
graduating seniors have), we extend to you a warm 
and heartfelt thank-you! As we have nurtured this 
organization over the last decade we have watched 
hundreds of young people grow up before our eyes. 
It has been an incredible honor and joy to be a part of their lives.

It is with deep and mixed emotion that we say good-bye to those who will be going 
forward to their lives’ new chapters. Their leadership, strength, and core of sound and 
ability in our ensemble has ensured our legacy, carved our excellence, and brought us to 
national recognition. Thank you. I honor you.

Ten years is a milestone. Any milestone must be celebrated and rejoiced! I personally 
celebrate you, the singers, your families, your dedication and commitment to our work 
together. Thank you, parents, for your diligence. The driving, nagging your children to 
practice, all the things you do to ensure our work is honored. Thank you. I honor you.  

I extend personal thanks to my teaching partner and friend Rick Gabrillo, whose 
organizational wizardry, brilliant musical mind, and steadfast presence have enabled 
me to do what I do and us to do what we do. To Christina Tannert, whose fresh young 
eyes and ears and eager hands have made light work of the Weebly and rehearsal duties. 
To Maimy Fong, whose beautiful, light, and magical touch on the piano is a gift, and 
whose Garageband skills rock our world. To Austin Haller, incomprehensible improvisa-
tional genius and all-around go-to whatever-you-need guy. Thank you. I honor you.  

We are great together, all of us. This is for sure. There is nothing more compelling and 
inspiring than a group of people working well together and doing good work. That is 
who we are. That is what we do. Thank you for an amazing ten years.  

With love,

Nina Revering
FOUNDING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

CONSPIRARE YOUTH CHOIRS

WELCOME

To our dear listeners,

On behalf of the Conspirare Youth Choirs, I 
thank you for your support tonight on the closing 
performances of our Tenth Anniversary season! 
After achieving this landmark year, we are ecstatic 
to dream about the next ten years.

As many of you know, in my former life with the 
CYC (before I returned two years ago), I was co-artistic director with Nina Revering. 
Because our singers were willing to try anything, I remember being incredibly humbled 
by their excitement to dream and go where the music led us.  

Last summer when we were planning this closing anniversary concert, I was greatly 
inspired by how far we have come since the beginning.  I asked Nina if she would be 
willing to try something new for this closing concert. A stalwart and trusting partner as 
she always has been, she let me take the lead in conceiving the musical programming 
and artistic direction of this concert. 

The word “dream” was my guiding star. Dreaming is what allowed the CYC to begin, to 
thrive, and to deepen in its artistic exploration. The majority of the music on tonight’s 
concert comes from other worlds created on the silver screen. I thought it might be 
interesting to use this music to evoke our own dreamscape. Tonight, you will encounter 
varied colors, images, movement, and dialogue that just barely create a narrative from 
which you might discern a story. But like a dream, everything is open to interpretation, 
and I hope you have fun this evening experiencing this nighttime journey with us.

Rick Gabrillo
MANAGER

CONSPIRARE YOUTH CHOIRS

WELCOME
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This concert is dedicated to all present and past CYC singers and families,
who have brightened our rehearsal halls and shared their passion for singing.

Program Note: this coNcert will be PreseNted as oNe coNtiNuous Program. 
we kiNdly request that you hold your aPPlause uNtil the eNd of the PerformaNce.

Annum Per Annum ......................................................................................................................Arvo Pärt (b.1935) 
 Austin Haller, organ

Eatnemen Vuelie  ..............................................................................................................Frode Fjellheim (b.1959) 
 Nolan Bader-Saye, soloist

Selections from Les Choristes .................................................................................bruno CoulAis (b.1954)
     Lueur d’Été
     Vois Sur Ton Chemin
     In Memoriam
 Alyssa Wixson, Soloist
     Caresse Sur L’Océan  
 Emily Mulva & Anna Fulton, soloists
     Compere Guilleri
     Cerf Volant   
 Aurelia Schaeffer-Preston, soloist

Sonatine pour piano, I. “Modéré”........................................................... mAuriCe rAvel (1875-1937) 
 Maimy Fong, piano

Anna’s Theme ...................................................................................................................... john CorigliAno (b.1938)
 Molly Snodgrass, soloist & Jacob Ordaz, violin

“Il Dolce Suono” from Lucia di Lammermoor ................gAetAno donizetti (1797-1848)
 Mela Sarajane Dailey, soloist

PROGRA M

The Edge of Night ..............................................................................................................howArd shore (b.1946)
 smAll ensemble: Urvi Alamela, Andrew Boyacigiller, Miles Dintzner, 

Anna Fulton, Ellen Gernert, Kay McAnally, Jonathon Miller, Emily Mulva, 
Gabrielle Sanchez, Molly Snodgrass, Christy Vineis.

 Mei Yin Steadman & Klondike Steadman, guitars

“Largo” from New World Symphony ..............................................Antonín dvořák (1841-1904) 
 Chiara Alvisi, soloist Arr. mArgAret drybAugh (1890-1945)
 
“El Paño Moruno” from
Siete canciones  populares Españolas ...............................................mAnuel de FAllA (1876-1946)
 Laura Mercado-Wright, soloist

Bolero  ............................................................................................................................................. rAvel, Arr. drybAugh

Libertango ......................................................................................................................... Astor PiAzollA (1921-1992)
  Arr. osCAr esCAlAdA (b.1945)

Nighe, Nighe ...................................................................................................XAvier montsAlvAtge (1912-2002)
 Laura Mercado-Wright, soloist

The Seal Lullaby .....................................................................................................................eriC whitACre (b.1970)

Eatnemen Vuelie  ..................................................................................................................................Frode Fjellheim 

PROGRA M
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Lueur d’Été (Christophe Barratier, b.1963/Bruno Coulais)
Lueur d’été Summer glow
Rêve animé Animated dream
Mon coeur s’enflamme My heart ignites
Et soudain s’envole And suddenly flies
si loin du sol if far from the ground
Et les larmes s’effacent And tears fade
Loin des murs Away from walls
Je m’abandonne I surrender
Et tout rayonne And all is aglow

Voiles au vent Sails to the wind
Rivages au loin Off shore
C’est le temps de l’été This is the summer time
Et souvent de liberté And often free
Les nuages effaces The clouds cleared
Premiers émois First love
Frissons de joie Shivers of joy
Tout s’anime Everything comes alive
Tout devient si léger Everything becomes so light
Vivre apaisé Live peaceful
J’oublie la honte et les pleurs I forget the shame and tears
Loin des tourments Far from the torments

Terreurs d’enfants Child terrors
Les tristes murmures The sad murmurs
Si loin des murs So far walls
Lueur d’été Summer glow
Mon coeur s’enflamme My heart ignites
Et soudain s’envole And suddenly flies
Si loin du sol If off the ground
Et les larmes s’effacent And tears fade
Loin des murs Away from walls
Je m’abandonne I surrender
Et tout rayonne And all is aglow

Vois sur ton chemin (Barratier) 
Vois sur ton chemin Look, upon your path,
Gamins oubliés égarés the beggar children, lost and forgotten.
Donne-leur la main Lend them a hand
Pour les mener/vers d’autres lendemains to show them a better future.

Sens au coeur de la nuit Feel, in the middle of the night,
L’onde d’espoir the wave of hope,
Ardeur de la vie the eager passion of life,
Sentier de gloire the pathway to Glory.

Bonheurs enfantins Childish joys
Trop vite oubliés effaces too quickly forgotten, erased
Une lumière dorée brille sans fin A golden light shines endlessly
Tout au bout du chemin at the end of the path

In Memoriam (text from the Requiem Mass)
Kyrie eleison Lord, have mercy
Christe eleison Christ, have mercy
Requiem aeternam Rest eternal
Dona eis domine/Eis domine grant to them, O lord.
Et lux perpetua And let perpetual light
Luceat eis shine upon them.
Te decet hymnus Deus A hymn, O God,
In Sion et tibi reddetur becomes You in Sion 
Votum in Jerusalem and a vow shall be paid to You in Jerusalem.

Caresse sur l’océan (Barratier/Coulais)
Caresse sur l’océan Caress on the ocean,
Porte l’oiseau si leger carries the bird so light,
Revenant des terres enneigées like a spirit from the land of snow,
Air éphémère de l’hiver an ephemeral gust of winter,
Au loin ton echo s’éloigne far does your echo take...
Chateaux en Espagne to a castle in Spain;
Vire au vent tournoie déploie tes ailes Turning, whirling wind deploy your wings;
Dans l’aube grise du levant In the rising gray dawn
Trouve un chemin vers l’arc-en-ciel find a path to the rainbow
Se découvrira le printemps and discover the Springtime.

Caresse sur l’océan Caress on the ocean,
Pose l’oiseau si leger place the bird so light
Sur la pierre d’une ile immergée on the stone of a submerged isle;
Air éphémère de l’hiver Ephemeral gust of winter,
Enfin ton souffle s’éloigne finally your breath moves 
Loin dans les montagnes  deep in the mountains;

TEXTS  AND TRANSL AT IONS
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Vire au vent tournoie déploie tes ailes turning, whirling wind, deploy your wings;
Dans l’aube grise du levant In the rising, gray dawn
Trouve un chemin vers l’arc-en-ciel find a path to the rainbow
Se découvrira le printemps and discover the Springtime.
Calme sur l’océan Calm on the ocean.

Compere Guilleri (Traditional French Song)
Il etait un p’tit homme appele Guilleri Carabi
Il s’en fut a la chasse, a la chasse aux perdrix Carabi
Titi Carabi totot carabo compere Guilleri
Te lairas-tu, te lairas-tu, te lairas-tu mouri

Il s’en fut a la chasse, a la chasse aux perdrix Carabi
Il monta sur un arbre pour voir ses chiens couri Carabi
Titi Carabi toto carabo compere Guilleri
Te lairas-tu, te lairas-tu, te lairas-tu mouri

It was a lil man called Guilleri Carabi
He went to hunting, a hunting partridge Carabi
Titi Carabi totot carabo compere Guilleri
You lairas you, you lairas you, you lairas you mouri

He went to hunting, a hunting partridge Carabi
He climbed a tree to see his dogs couri Carabi
Toto titi Carabi carabo compere Guilleri
You lairas you, you lairas you, you lairas you mouri

Cerf Volant 
Cerf-volant Kite
Volant au vent Flying in the wind
Ne t’arrête pas Do not stop
Vers la mer Seawards
Haut dans les airs High in the air
Un enfant te voit A child sees you
Voyage insolent An insolent travel
Troubles enivrants Intoxicating Disorders
Amours innocents Innocent Loves
Suivent ta voie Follow your path
Suivent ta voie Follow your path
En volant Flying

Cerf-volant Kite
Volant au vent Flying in the wind
Ne t’arrête pas Do not stop
Vers la mer eawards
Haut dans les airs High in the air
Un enfant te voit A child sees you
Et dans la tourmente And in the storm
Tes ailes triomphantes Your wings are triumphant
N’oublie pas de revenir Don’t forget to come back
Vers moi Towards me

Il Dolce Suono (Salvadore Cammarano, 1801-1852)
Il dolce suono mi colpì di sua voce!
Ah, quella voce m’è qui nel cor discesa!
Edgardo! io ti son resa. Edgardo! Ah! Edgardo, mio! Si’, ti son resa!
fuggita io son da’ tuoi nemici. (nemici)
Un gelo me serpeggia nel sen!
trema ogni fibra!
vacilla il piè!
Presso la fonte meco t’assidi alquanto! 
Si’, Presso la fonte meco t’assidi.

The sweet sound of his voice struck me!
Ah, that voice has entered my heart!
Edgardo! I surrender to you, oh my Edgardo!
I have escaped from your enemies.
A chill creeps into my breast!
Every fibre trembles!
My foot falters!
Sit down by the fountain with me a while!

“The Edge of Night” from A Walking Song (J.R.R. Tolkien, 1892-1973)
Upon the hearth the fire is red,
Beneath the roof there is a bed;
But not yet weary are our feet,
Still round the corner we may meet
A sudden tree or standing stone
That none have seen but we alone.

Tree and flower and leaf and grass,
Let them pass! Let them pass!
Hill and water under sky,
Pass them by! Pass them by!
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Still round the corner there may wait
A new road or a secret gate,
And though we pass them by today,
Tomorrow we may come this way
And take the hidden paths that run
Towards the Moon or to the Sun.

Apple, thorn, and nut and sloe,
Let them go! Let them go!
Sand and stone and pool and dell,
Fare you well! Fare you well!

Home is behind, the world ahead,
And there are many paths to tread
Through shadows to the edge of night,
Until the stars are all alight.
The world behind and home ahead,
We’ll wander back to home and bed.

Mist and twilight, cloud and shade,
Away shall fade! Away shall fade!
Fire and lamp, and meat and bread,
And then to bed! And then to bed!

El Paño Moruno (Spanish Folk Song)
Al paño fino, en la tienda, On the fine cloth in the store 
una mancha le cayó; a stain has fallen;
Por menos precio se vende, It sells at a lesser price,  
Porque perdió su valor. because it has lost its value.
¡Ay! Alas!

The Seal Lullaby (Rudyard Kipling, 1865-1936)
Oh! hush thee, my baby, the night is behind us, 
And black are the waters that sparkled so green. 
The moon, o’er the combers, looks downward to find us 
At rest in the hollows that rustle between. 

Where billow meets billow, there soft be thy pillow; 
Ah, weary wee flipperling, curl at thy ease! 
The storm shall not wake thee, nor shark overtake thee, 
Asleep in the arms of the slow-swinging seas. 

Conspirare Youth Choirs (CYC) was formed in 2004-2005 as an educational 
outreach program of Conspirare. Under the direction of Founding Artistic 
Director Nina Revering, CYC seeks out and trains young musicians who share 
a love and commitment for creating music at a high level of excellence.

Conspirare Youth Choirs’ two ensembles, Kantorei and Allegro (previously 
Conspirare Children’s Choir), accommodate young singers’ varying levels of choral 
skill and experience. Both provide a combination of rigorous vocal training, music 
theory, and sight-singing instruction in a nurturing environment that allows the 
young singer to explore the depth and beauty of choral music.

CYC has performed throughout the Austin community for high-profile events 
and organizations including the Round Rock Express, Greenlights Nonprofit 
Summit, St. John’s College Choir of Cambridge, Austin Lyric Opera, Austin 
Symphony, Austin Museum of Art, Austin Children’s Shelter, Abraham Walk, and 
Austin City Limits. The young singers have also performed nationally in Hawaii 
and Washington D.C. and will be taking a tour to Quebec in summer 2015.  

The choirs’ most recent accomplishments in the 2013-2014 season included 
Allegro’s invited performance at the American Choral Directors Association 
Southwestern Division Convention in Little Rock, Arkansas, in March 2014. 
Members of Kantorei recorded a track for the latest CD by Grammy® winning 
artist Christopher Cross, and they also sang on a nationally-televised episode 
of the NBC series “Revolution.”  

CONSPIRARE  YOUTH CHOIRS

HOLLY DAWSON PHOTOGRAPHY
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KANTORE I  
Grace Aggen
Sanjana Alamela
Madisyn Andrews-Moreno
Amelia Azadi
Sapna Bhatt
Maya Borowicz
Arden Bostwick
Andrew Boyacigiller
Emma Carlson
Jessica Cohen
Sarah Collins
Clara Cooklin
Eliza Fleming
Anna Fulton
Ellen Gernert
Evelyn Griffin
Paxton Gunn
Alyssa Holcombe
Audrey Huber
Ella Jarnigan
Jessie Lucas
Emma Mattie
Keely McNab
Caleb Melville
Emily Mulva
Claire Murray
Maximo Murray
Lara Murray Palma
Emanuele Olivieri
Raquel Ordaz
Julia Quilici
Anabel Radtke
Maya Ravi
James Rutherford
Natalie Rychlikova
London Samiloglu

CONSPIRARE  YOUTH CHOIRS
Nina Revering, ArtistiC direCtor And ConduCtor

Austin Haller & Maimy Fong, ACComPAnists

Aurelia Schaeffer-Preston
Arielle Sher
Luca Snowhorn
MeiYin Steadman
Lucy Sugawa
Iliana Tangarova
Tennyson Tole
Sarah Traphagan
Molly Van Ackeren
Gracie Vogel
Aniston White
Sarah Whorton
 
ALLEGRO 
Tara Ahuja
Urvi Alamela
Elena Alcala
Chiara Alvisi
Lexi Anderson
Nolan Bader-Saye
Mary Barnett
Martha Beaty
Julia Brown
Lauren Datres
Avery Davis
Caitlyn Diehl
Miles Dintzner
Elizabeth Driggers
Claire Dugan
Clare Edgar
Ainsley Gamble
Isabella Grossling
Daryl Hale
Isabella Hansen
Sarah Helmbrecht
Sofia Hsu
Eva Legge

Maya Lyles
Nikhil Lyles
Alyx Madera
Juliana Marshall
Kay McAnally
Hannah McChesney
Kate McClellan
Sarah McDonald
Sesha McMinn
Jonathon Miller
Isabel Moring
Raiya Myren
Jacob Ordaz
Raina Parsons
Ella Pettichord
Ella Rutman
Lucy Pickens
Asha Rao
Libby Rayos
Rachel Rowe
Gabrielle Sanchez
Aditya Sankaran
Lavanya Sankaran
Shilpa Saxena
Molly Snodgrass
Sidharth Srinivasan
Kathleen Stansbury
Anne Marie Stapper
Abigail Stewart
Maria Tangarova
Seren Villwock
Christy Vineis
Anastasia Weger
Lily Wendt
Alyssa Wixson
Angela Zhang
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he has performed throughout the United States, and he has played with many 
Central Texas ensembles, including the Conspirare Company of Voices and 
Symphonic Choir, Austin Symphony, Austin Children’s Choir, Texas Choral 
Consort, Austin Cabaret Theatre, and Amphion Youth Choir. Austin also serves as 
music director of regional theatre productions; his favorite shows include TexArts’ 
[title of show], which received an Austin Critics Table nomination for music 
direction; Zilker Theatre Productions’ The Music Man and My Favorite Year; and 
Zach Theatre’s Present Laughter, which received a B. Iden Payne nomination for 
music direction. In addition, his cabaret performances with singer Kara Bliss and 
band have been described as “a touch of old school with a modern insouciance” and 
are featured at a variety of local venues.

RICK GABRILLO, CYC MANAGER
Rick Gabrillo has been associated with the Conspirare 
Youth Choirs since the beginning of the organization in 
both artistic and management positions.  He has been a 
music educator for over sixteen years in the Austin area, 
working in Austin ISD, St. Mary Cathedral School, St. 
Louis Catholic School, and St. Stephen’s Episcopal School.  
He has been an invited lecturer on current topics of music 

education at regional, state, and national music conventions, including the Texas 
Music Educators Association and the American Choral Directors Association. Mr. 
Gabrillo is a published composer with Alliance Music. Most recently, in Novem-
ber 2014 he was the Junior High Honor Choir Conductor for the North Central 
Directors Association in Tulsa, OK. In the 2012-2013 season, he was a guest con-
ductor for the Canto choral ensemble of Fredericksburg, TX, and the Crossroads 
Children’s Choir Festival in Nashville, TN.  He was also a conducting fellow for the 
Chorus America Masterclass series in 2010. In addition to his work with the CYC, 
he is the Associate Conductor and a singer in Conspirare’s professional Company of 
Voices.  Mr. Gabrillo is also the choral director of the Traditional Choir and Chil-
dren’s Choir at St. Louis Catholic Church in Austin.  

CHRISTINA TANNERT, CYC ASSISTANT
Christina Tannert is a native of Austin who graduated in May 
2013 with a Master of Arts in Teaching Music degree from 
Trinity University in San Antonio. She has sung with choirs 
in Austin and San Antonio as well as Prague, Vienna, Beijing, 
and Kunming. She is a contributing author to the “Music 
Memory” curriculum materials that are used in many elemen-
tary schools throughout the US.   Ms. Tannert is currently the 

music teacher at Doss Elementary School in Austin ISD. 

CYC STAFF  B IOS CYC STAFF  B IOS 
NINA REVERING, FOUNDING ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Nina Revering’s choral music experience began at an early 
age with chorister experience in the Coro Infantil do Teatro 
Municipal of Brazil under the direction of Elsa Lakschevitz 
and the Toronto Children’s Chorus, directed by Jean 
Ashworth-Bartle.  Her musical training includes Toronto’s 
Royal Conservatory of Music, the Youth Performing Arts 
School in Louisville Kentucky, Boston University,  The 
New England Conservatory, and studies in baroque record-
er with John Tyson. 

Ms. Revering has performed throughout the country as both a soloist and chorister.  She 
has sung under noted conductors Seiji Ozawa, John Williams, John Oliver, Andrew Da-
vis, and Sir David Willcocks.  Ms. Revering has also been a member of the Conspirare 
Chamber Choir since 1995 and was a soloist in the Grammy®-nominated CDs Requiem 
and Threshold of Night, both released under the Harmonia Mundi label. 

Ms. Revering was one of eight conductors selected for participation in the International 
Symposium for Children’s Choir Directors held in Toronto, Canada in May 2005.   She 
was a clinician for the 2012 Elementary Honor Choir of the Georgia Music Educators 
Association, and she was recently invited to present workshops at the Dallas Chapter 
Choristers Guild Festival. In addition to her work with the CYC, Ms. Revering has been 
teaching music in Eanes schools since 1996.

MAIMY FONG, KANTOREI ACCOMPANIST 
Maimy Fong, pianist & vocal coach, has been with CYC 
since its inception. She has played everywhere from Weill 
Hall at Carnegie Hall to Dell Hall at the Long Center.  In 
2009 she helped co-found and now is Artistic Director for 
the “Feed Your Soul” music series at Dell Children’s 
Medical Center.  She is also pianist for Triple Take, a 
classical trio with violinist Javier Chaparro and cellist 

Jonathan Carbin. In Austin, she maintains an active schedule of playing chamber 
music, instrumental and voice recitals, teaching, and vocal coaching.

AUSTIN HALLER, ALLEGRO ACCOMPANIST  
Austin Haller can be seen as an organist, pianist, conduc-
tor, and vocal coach in Texas and beyond. He serves as 
Organist and Associate Director of Music at St. David’s 
Episcopal Church, where he plays for over 140 services and 
concerts annually and conducts the St. David’s Singers, one 
of the parish’s adult choirs. As a recitalist and accompanist, 
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SUPPORT  THE  CYC

WHY YOUR HELP MATTERS
Our work with young singers can only continue with the support of our  
CYC families and those who believe in what we do.

BECOME INSPIRED
“We make a living by what we get.  We make a life by what we give.”  
 -Winston Churchill       
  
BECOME AN ARTIST’S ADVOCATE-DONOR
SHINING STAR SCHOLARSHIP (Donation of $850)
The Shining Star Scholarship Program assists young singers in financial need with 
a full scholarship for tuition for one year in the CYC. Singers are able to build a 
unique bond with the donor of their scholarship, and donors are able to take pride 
in seeing their young singer grow and thrive in the CYC.  

The CYC greatly thanks our Shining Star Scholarship patrons for 2014-15:
 Lois VanLaningham in honor of her son, Todd VanLaningham
 The Saxena Family in honor and celebration of their daughter, Shilpa

The CYC greatly thanks our Shining Star Scholarship patron for 2015-16:
 Glenda Goehrs in honor of Flo Ann Randle

DISCOVERY PROGRAM (Donation of $100 or greater)
This new program beginning in 2014-2015 will build relationships between CYC 
and school choirs in the greater Austin area. By making connections with local mu-
sic teachers, voice teachers, and choir directors, we seek to identify top singers from 
their programs to join CYC.  A donation to the Discovery Program allows CYC to 
immediately offer these singers an incentive scholarship of $100 to join CYC for 
one year.  By giving to this program, you are helping build a broader base of new 
and talented singers who would benefit from instruction with the CYC.

FINANCIAL AID PROGRAM (Any amount)
Each year, CYC is able to provide a limited amount of tuition assistance for our CYC 
families in need. Your contribution to CYC towards our general financial aid program 
will help us be of even greater help to our current singers and their families.

OTHER GIFTS
To assist CYC with any other specific programs or to make a general contribution, 
please contact us at cyc@conspirare.org. We will be happy to assist you with making 
your tax-deductible donation in support of our talented young artists.  

Conspirare Youth Choirs gratefully acknowledges the contributions and generosity 
of the following individuals and organizations:

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

AUDIT IONING FOR THE  CYC
The Conspirare Youth Choirs are auditioned treble ensembles for boys and  
girls ages 9-18 who are passionate about singing. A musical background is  
preferred, but not required. 

If your child is constantly singing at home, writing their own music, playing an 
instrument, or singing in their school or community choir and want an even deeper 
experience with choral music, then the CYC may be a wonderful guide in their  
musical journey. If you have questions about our program, please feel free to contact 
us at 512.476.5775. We are interested in learning more about your child.

Auditions for 2015-2016 will be held on the following dates:
 May 30, 2015
 June 13, 2015
 July 11, 2015
 August 8, 2015

For more information and to schedule an audition, please submit an
audition request at conspirare.org/youth-choirs/join-us/audition/

CYC Singers, Parents, and all  
the supporters of CYC

Craig Hella Johnson & Paul Melroy
Camille Atkins, Wraven Godsoe,  

Tamara Blanken, Melissa J. Eddy
Elle Mahoney, Robert Harlan, Ann McNair, 

Viera Busgova, and the Stage Crew
Christy Butler, Meredith Thomas,  

Kelly Brownlee, Meri Krueger
Kathy Leighton and the Ushers
Conspirare Board of Directors
Rev. Bobbi Kaye Jones, Jan Stovall, and 

Tarrytown United Methodist Church

Thomas Pavlechko, Steve Wager, Chris Baker, 
& St. Martin’s Lutheran Church

Hornaday Design
Christopher Novosad
Maryvonne Le Guilly

Kay McAnally, Sesha McMinn &  
Lily Wendt for lending your  
ukuleles on “The Show”

Special thanks to Holly Dawson  
Photography for all of the  
CYC ensemble photos
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Austin Symphony Orchestra. Conspirare Youth Choirs is an educational program 

for singers ages 9-18, who learn and perform in two separate ensembles, Kantorei 

and Allegro.

Conspirare’s 2014 album The Sacred Spirit of Russia, released on the distinguished 

Harmonia Mundi label, won the 2015 Grammy® for Best Choral Performance. The 

ensemble’s complete discography to date includes ten commercial albums and eleven 

self-produced live recordings of its popular holiday concerts. Conspirare made its first 

commercial recording through the green fuse in 2004. Its second album Requiem was re-

leased in 2006 and received two Grammy® nominations, followed in 2008 by Threshold 

of Night (Conspirare’s first recording for Harmonia Mundi), which also received two 

nominations. Harmonia Mundi’s international re-release of Requiem in 2009 won the 

Netherlands’ prestigious 2010 Edison Award for choral music, the Dutch equivalent of 

the Grammy. Conspirare’s 2009 PBS television special “A Company of Voices:  Conspi-

rare in Concert,” available on both DVD and CD, received one Grammy nomination.  

The Conspirare organization and ensembles have received numerous honors and 

awards. All four ensembles have received local awards from Austin Critics Table. 

In 2005 Conspirare received the Margaret Hillis Award for Choral Excellence 

from national service organization Chorus America. In 2007, as one of the select 

choral organizations to receive a grant from the National Endowment for the 

Arts under its American Masterpieces initiative, Conspirare presented a four-day 

festival with a distinguished gathering of composers and conductors, three world 

premieres, and a gala closing concert with a 600-voice choir.

In July 2008 Company of Voices represented the U.S. at the Eighth World Symposium 

on Choral Music in Copenhagen, joining invited choirs from nearly forty countries.  The 

choir has performed at the American Choral Directors Association annual convention and 

for several regional ACDA conventions. Conspirare received the 2010 Dale Warland Sing-

ers Commission Award from Chorus America to support the commission of a new work 

by Seattle composer Eric Banks, being premiered in this May 2015 concert. In February 

2011 Conspirare gave three invited performances in New York City under auspices of the 

Weill Music Institute of Carnegie Hall, and in fall 2012 traveled to France for six invited 

performances at the Polyfollia Festival and a public concert in Paris. Conspirare became a 

Resident Company of the Long Center for the Performing Arts in 2013.

ABOUT CONSPIRARE

Latin con + spirare = to breathe together

Inspired by the power of music to change lives, Conspirare engages audi-
ences in extraordinary musical experiences through  

world-class choral performances and recordings.

Conspirare is an internationally recognized, professional choral organization now 

in its twenty-second season. Led by founder and artistic director Craig Hella 

Johnson, Conspirare includes two adult performing ensembles and an educational 

program. Our flagship ensemble Conspirare (also known as Company of Voices) 

is a fully professional, Grammy® award-winning chamber choir of extraordinarily 

talented singers from around the country. Company of Voices performs an annual 

concert series in Austin and other Texas communities, and also tours in the U.S. 

and abroad.

Three other ensembles complete the Conspirare family. Conspirare Symphonic 

Choir, a large ensemble of both professional and volunteer singers, performs cho-

ral/instrumental works, often in collaboration with other organizations such as the 
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SUPPORTERS

This project is funded and supported in part by a grant from the National 

Endowment for the Arts, Texas Commission on the Arts, and the City of  

Austin through the Cultural Arts Division, believing an investment in the 

arts is an investment in Austin’s future. Visit NowPlayingAustin.com.

MEDIA SPONSORS

BUSINESS & FOUNDATION SUPPORTERS

PUBLIC FUNDING AGENCIES

SEASON SUSTAINING UNDERWRITER

The Still Water 
Foundation

The Aaron Copland 
Fund for Music

Butler School of Music, 
University of Texas

The 
Ann & Gordon Getty 

Foundation

The Keating Family 
Foundation

The Kodosky 
Foundation

The Mattsson McHale 
Foundation

The Rachael &  
Ben F. Vaughan 

Foundation

The Shield-Ayres 
Foundation

CONSPIRARE  BOARD &  STAFF

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Robert J. Karli, CHAIR

Toya Cirica Bell, VICE CHAIR

Mary Anne Connolly, SECRETARY

Larry Collmann, TREASURER

Fran Collmann, CHAIR-ELECT

Ken Beck    
William C. Bednar   
Michael Blair
Susanna Finnell   
Robert Harlan   
Dan Seriff
David C. Smith
Marion Lear Swaybill  
Patrick Willis
Sheila Youngblood

ADVISORY BOARD
Stephen Aechternacht  
John Aielli   
Sue Barnes   
Mark Bierner   
Ray Brimble   
David Burger   
David Claflin   
Tom Driskoll
Virginia Dupuy   
Maydelle Fason  
JoLynn Free   
Billy Gammon   
Vance George   
Helen Hays   
Dan Herd   
William B. Hilgers  
Wayne Holtzman   
Judith Jellison   
Bob Murphy   
Lynn Murphy   
Gayle Glass Roche  
Nancy Scanlan  
Angela Smith   
Bernadette Tasher                   
Louann Temple  
Eva Womack   

ARTISTIC &
ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF

Craig Hella Johnson
Artistic Director

Paul Melroy
Managing Director

Camille Atkins
Financial Manager

Tamara Blanken
Online Services Manager

Kelly Brownlee
Director of Foundation Relations  
& Annual Fund Manager

Christy Butler
Marketing Manager

Mela Sarajane Dailey
Special Gifts Officer 

Melissa J. Eddy
Publications Manager

Rick Gabrillo
Associate Conductor
Manager, Conspirare Youth Choirs

Wravan Godsoe
Office Manager

Robert Harlan
Production Consultant

Ben R. King
Production Assistant

Meri Krueger
Artist Relations

Kathy Leighton
House Manager   

Elle Mahoney
Production Manager

Ann McNair
Executive Assistant to the Artistic Director
Director of Program Fulfillment & Artistic Operations

Nina Revering
Director, Conspirare Youth Choirs

Christina Tannert
Administrator, Conspirare Youth Choirs

Meredith Thomas
Director of Development
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7pm 
CD release party  
M.O.C.H.A 
4220 Monterrey Oaks Bvld. 
www.austinmocha.com

Alison Acton  
“look through” Cd Release Party 

May 15, 2015 
M.O.C.H.A Caleb, you always 

take a big bite out of life. 

Thanks for bringing us 
along for the ride! 

We love you!
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Pianos & Drums 
Sales * Rentals * Lessons 

 
New & Used 

Acoustic Pianos * Digital Pianos * Keyboards 
Electronic Drum Sets * Roland V-Drums 

 
6101 Burnet Rd, at Koenig Ln (2222), Austin, TX  78757 

512-458-1933 
www.capmusic.com 

So proud of your kind 
spirit and beautiful heart, 

sweet Emily.
Love, Mom and Dad
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LONDON SAMILOGLU
We love our most beautiful 

songbird very very much and 
we are so proud of you!

Dad, Kaya, Leya, Major, 
Blaize, Dolce and Sabine
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Seren, you 
make us so 
proud!

We love you!
—Mom & Dad

Sweet Mary, Hard to believe it’s been 6 years. Six years of beautiful music  
and watching you blossom from a sweet, gentle child to a talented,  

amazing young woman. Thanks for being you and KEEP SINGING! Love Always,

Mom, Dad, Caroline, Laura, Mimi and Bubba, Grandmommie, Opa, & Omi Cyn

Lexi, you have graced our lives 
for 17 years and shared your 
beautiful voice with Conspirare 
for the last 7. It has been such a 
joy and privilege to be a part of 
your musical and artistic jour-
ney. We are so proud of you!!!
Love, Mom, Dad, Nick, Cassi, 
Nana and the puppies

p.s. - Soar with the Elephants, 
go Rose-Hulman!

Thanks to CYC for 

nurturing the beautiful 

harmonies of music 

and friendship.

You continue to 

amaze us, Ainsley. 

Congratulations 

on another great year 

with Conspirare.
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Audrey,

We are so proud of you and all of your 
hard work. Keep smiling pretty lady!

We love you always


