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[Introductory comment] 

Russian sacred music is gaining popularity in 
the United States. One of the winners of the 
most prestigious music Grammy this year's 
choir Conspirare Texas, received the award for 
the execution of the program "Russian Holy 
Spirit" (The Sacred Spirit of Russia). It 
included works by Castalia, Ippolitov-Ivanov, 
A. Gretchaninov, P. Chesnokov, C. Rachmaninov, G. Sviridov and Vladimir Martynov, most of 
which are little known even at home. We were able to talk with the head of the team Craig Hella 
Johnson about the phenomenon of Russian choral music and its impact on the audience.  

- Mr. Johnson, please tell us about your choir.  

- Conspirare - a professional choir, which brought together singers from different cities of 
America: New York, Boston, Seattle. This is a special team: each of the participants - a great 
soloist in itself, but for more than 20 years, we are all happy to stand together.  

- What does the name Conspirare?  

- This word has Latin roots. Sonspiro means "sounding together", and the whole word can be 
translated as "to breathe together." We use our breath as an artist paint - removing sounds, we 
create our musical pictures. Moreover, the breath - this is what unites musicians and the 
audience, people can be together. Conspirare - this is an example of how we can breathe 
together, with each other in this world.  

- What caused your interest in Russian music?  

- I grew up in a small Minnesota, in the north, where it is cold most of the year. There exist great 
music and choral tradition. One of the founders of my school choir often talked about the 
textbook Gretchaninov Alexander, known for his choral works and arrangements of folk songs, 
and the beautiful, saturated version Russian church choirs. Although I grew up in the United 
States, in the area where I lived, was strongly influenced by Russian choral music. I can tell you 
is very simple - I am devoted to her, because she is incredibly beautiful. This extraordinary 
music. Both I and my musicians have always wanted to devote more time to it.  

- Listening to your record, one wonders magnificent Russian pronunciation of performers. How 
did you achieve this?  



- Thank you very much, it's very nice, I'll pass your words to performers! It was very important 
for us. Russian, of course, a very beautiful language. But in our choir there was no one who 
owned them, and we did not have enough time to seriously take up the study. So we had to work 
seriously. Helped us a wonderful person - regent, composer and president of the publishing 
company Musica Russica, Dr. Vladimir Morozan. He is engaged in that publishes Russian choral 
scores, as well as texts. It is difficult to perform text in Russian transliteration without good, 
because our languages are very different. In Musica Russica texts are accompanied by 
transcriptions, and it helps a lot. Vladimir worked with us for several weeks, and his help was 
invaluable.  

- Russian sacred music belongs to a completely different cultural traditions. As it perceived in 
America?  

- By and large, in America known only major composers, such as, for example, Rachmaninoff. 
But I know that there are a lot of beautiful music related to the Russian choral tradition that we 
have not heard of anybody. For me it was important to find a way to share it with our listeners. 
And there is one thing that is true, I and all the members of the choir Conspirare - the ability of 
using the language of music to build bridges between people. The beauty of music, a language 
that speaks differently than ordinary words - these are the best bridges that we toss between 
American performers and audience in Russia. For us, playing music of another culture - it is an 
opportunity, albeit in small measure, to join the Russian to Russian, feel, maybe a part of your 
community. This is very important from a social and cultural point of view, it is a way of 
understanding each other. I think we need to do a lot more to help people in North America to 
learn the music of Russian composers, it is very important to us.  

- Tell us more about the song recorded with your famous bass Glenn Miller. With its end because 
some related story?  

- This is the song "Do not reject mene during old age» («Do Not Reject Me In My Old Age»), 
Pavel Chesnokov wrote to her two endings. One of them involved a very low notes, which are 
extremely rare. And Glenn is such a voice. And we decided to record this song with alternate 
endings and present to the world.  

- Are you familiar with the work of Russian choirs, singers of church music?  

- Yes, for many years, we listen to beautiful recording, a few years ago in Austin came choir 
from St. Petersburg. I think it is very important to listen to artists, fully immersed in the 
language, national, radically. And I would like to hear more.  

- Would you like to do a joint project with someone from Russia?  

- Yes, it would be for us a great joy. I've heard a lot about the Easter Festival Valery Gergiev, 
held each spring, but, unfortunately, we have not had the opportunity to visit the festival or to 
become a party to it.  

- Do you plan to visit with a tour to Russia?  



- We do not have any specific plans - this is due, primarily, to financial issues. But we really 
dream about it. It is our hope and dream, I hope someday it will.  

* * * * * * * * * * 

Head of sheet music publishers Musica Russica Vladimir Morozan, provide invaluable 
support to the choir Conspirare on the album "The Holy Spirit of Russia", told us about 
his collaboration with this team.  

28 years ago, in the year of the 1000th anniversary of the 
Baptism of Russia, we started publishing the note Musica 
Russica, whose name translates from Latin as "Russian 
music". We are engaged in the publication of old and new 
works of Russian choral music, our catalog has already 
about 800-900 names. On the basis of this catalog, we have 
compiled a program for choir Conspirare, who was already 
familiar with some of the works of Russian sacred music, 
especially a few years ago played "Vigil" by Sergei 
Rachmaninoff. The choir would like to include in your 
repertoire something similar in importance and beauty. And 

we created a composite liturgy, hymns taking elements of a number of the best composers such 
as Castalian, garlic, Gretchaninov, Tchaikovsky, adding modern - Martynov, Sviridov, as well as 
some of the emigrants. For example, one of the composer Andrei Ilyashenko, who spent abroad 
most of his life, was performed for the first time. We have compiled a program that could be 
heard in the Russian cathedral on the festive worship when performed masterpieces of famous 
composers.  

When the choir was preparing for a concert, and they did it in a very short period of time, I came 
to see him in rehearsal, teaching them the correct pronunciation, Church Slavonic, explained the 
essence of the text. Of course, before their eyes have been translated, but some of the words in 
the performance had to be aware of. They are well done all this work for a very short time. None 
of them spoke Russian, but they coped brilliantly with the problem! Outstanding music, famous 
composers, good performance and as a result - the recognition of the jury and the Grammy 
Awards.  

 


