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Grammy-winning Conspirare Premieres Quarantine Madrigals 
 
Premiering Monday, March 15 at 7 pm Central accompanied by a 
live conversation with acclaimed composer Reena Esmail, poet Amy 
Fogerson, Artistic Director Craig Hella Johnson and Conspirare artists 
Kathlene Ritch and Enrico Lagasca 
 
FREE! Streaming details at Quarantine Madrigals Event Page 
 
AUSTIN, Texas (March 5, 2021) Conspirare is excited to collaborate 
again with composer Reena Esmail (Los Angeles, CA) and poet Amy 
Fogerson (Los Angeles, CA) for Quarantine Madrigals. Composed in 
response to the pandemic, Esmail says that Quarantine Madrigals is 
intended to “trace the break from society, the descent into isolation, 
and the eventual return to one another” experienced during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Esmail further shared that “there is something 
about the madrigal form and how it changed over the years (and 
could hold so many stylistic changes and innovations, follow a 
story, paint a picture etc.) that made me feel it could actually encompass the breadth of this 
experience.” She selected the madrigal format to allow the work to be sung with one solo voice on each part, 
making it easy for singers in isolation to perform. The lyrics to each madrigal are haikus by poet and singer 
Amy Fogerson. 
 
Conspirare will offer a program featuring Conspirare artists singing the Quarantine Madrigals and a live 
discussion with Craig Hella Johnson, Reena Esmail, Amy Fogerson and singers Kathlene Ritch, soprano (Santa 
Fe, NM), and Enrico Lagasca, bass (New York, NY). Following the premiere, each madrigal will be featured in a 
weekly “Madrigal Mondays” on Conspirare’s Facebook page starting March 22. Each of the Conspirare singer 
videos will be made available for singers from anywhere to download, making it easy for singers in isolation to 
perform. Singers are encouraged to create their own video performances of Quarantine Madrigals with 
themselves or in relay with others. 
 
We have had a ball with these unique modern madrigals! The poems and the music were born out of our 
shared experience of isolation and missing our fellow singers. Reena and Amy created something really special 
and it has been a delight to hear the Conspirare artists singing these madrigals at home. This is the expressed 
purpose of these pieces and we are eager to see how singers bring their voices this music. We hope these 
performances will inspire many people to sing along and create their own videos! Huge thanks to Reena, Amy 
and all the artists. 
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Quarantine Madrigals marks Fogerson’s first collaboration as a lyricist. Also a professional singer, Fogerson 
said, “These poems describe the arc of a singer's life during the pandemic, from uncertainty about the future 
through feelings of isolation and loneliness, to the hope and expectation of coming back together to raise our 
voices.” 
 
The Quarantine Madrigals were featured in Voice Magazine on p. 5 of the Summer 2020 issue. Esmail was 
recently featured in the Washington Post's 21 for ’21: Composers and Performers Who Sound Like Tomorrow 
and composed the opening track “When the Guitar” on The Singing Guitar and “TaReKiTa” on Go Light Your 
World.  
 
ABOUT OUR SPONSORS 
Conspirare Season Sponsors:   
Conspirare is grateful for H-E-B’s season underwriting. 
 
Conspirare’s season is supported in part by the Cultural Arts Division of the City of Austin Economic 
Development Department, Texas Commission on the Arts and National Endowment for the Arts, St. Luke’s 
UMC Friends of Music, Per Stirling, Quartz Financial, Texas State University Choral Department, Big Medium, 
Chorus Austin, Hella Circle and Legacy of Sound 2. 
 
ATTENTION MEDIA REPRESENTATIVES 
To arrange interviews and access high-resolution images please contact Ann McNair at 512-740-6932 or 
amcnair@conspirare.org.   
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About Conspirare 
Conspirare is a professional choral organization under the leadership of Craig Hella Johnson. Inspired by the 
power of music to change lives, this ensemble engages singers from around the world who join voices to 
deliver world-class, extraordinary live musical experiences and recordings. Their discography includes 13 
commercial albums and 19 self-produced live albums. Johnson and Conspirare were awarded a 2014 
Grammy® for Best Choral Performance for The Sacred Spirit of Russia album and have been nominated seven 
other times. Conspirare’s most recent recording, The Singing Guitar, was recorded with the Los Angeles, 
Texas and Austin Guitar Quartets.  The BBC’s Andrew McGregor featured the album on Record Review, 
saying, "The singing of Craig Hella Johnson's ensemble Conspirare combined with the delicacy of shifting 
textures of twelve guitars is intriguing and emotionally effective... I found this a really moving setting for an 
unusual ensemble." Conspirare was awarded the Texas Medal of Arts in 2019.  Based in Austin, Texas, they 
perform an annual concert series and tour in the United States and abroad.  
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