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When Conspirare, Austin’s Grammy Award-winning choral ensemble, plays the Long Center on Sunday, 

they’ll debut “So Long as Days Shall Be,” a new work by composer Donald Grantham. 

Conspirare performs Grantham’s new piece as part of “Great Big Choruses,” a wildly eclectic program of big 

choral numbers from Beethoven to Verdi to Broadway. 

Grantham, now in his third decade as a composer and instructor at the University of Texas’ Butler School of 

Music, continues to be a fixture in Austin’s classical music scene, writing new work for university ensembles 

and performers citywide. 

UT “was my first job, and it looks like it’s going to be my last,” Grantham says with a smile. 

When he first landed at UT, fresh off his doctorate studies in California, he taught music theory, counterpoint 

and composition, but the landscape was entirely different, he says. In the late 1970s, music theory was all 

Western canon, all the time. 

As time’s gone on, Grantham says, music theory now encompasses world music and gender issues, a welcome 

change. 

And the students are different. 

Once, the student composers coming through UT had symphonies in their head. 

“They used to write for themselves and their peers,” Grantham says. 

Composers now face more obstacles but wider opportunities, from electronic music, film and video games. 

Even Grantham has composed for a video game. 

For Conspirare and the Victoria Bach Festival, which commissioned Grantham’s piece, “So Long as Days 

Shall Be” is filling an unusual request. 

Conspirare and the festival asked for a fanfare, and a long one at that. 

“Ten minutes is long for a fanfare,” Grantham says. 

A fanfare is meant to introduce something or someone with a ceremonial flourish. 

“So it’s about half fanfare, half setup for the fanfare,” Grantham says. 

He searched high and low for a piece of text that seemed “fanfare-able,” until settling on a biblical source — of 

sorts. It’s Psalms 23 and 100, but they’ve been turned into rhyming couplets. 



“It sounds a little eccentric when you’re used to the psalm book, or even the King James version,” Grantham 

says. 

This is a favorite tool of Grantham’s — starting a piece of music, even an instrumental one, with a text. He 

might mine it simply for a few words or for the atmosphere he might conjure out of those words. Grantham 

explains he’s made works spring from the pages of Raymond Chandler’s L.A. noir and from Dashiell 

Hammett. 

In this increasingly secular age, is there an important reason Grantham used a religious text? 

“I think the sentiments of the psalms are pretty universal,” he says. “I wouldn’t set music to it if I didn’t think 

they were important.” 

And setting text to music for Conspirare has its own appeal. 

“It’s fun to be able to write music that’s no holds barred,” Grantham says. “In fact, you have to keep that in 

check, to make sure other people can do it, too.” 

 

Conspirare presents ‘Great Big Choruses’ 

When: 4 p.m. Sunday 

Where: Dell Hall, Long Center, 701 W. Riverside Drive 

Cost: $25-$75 

Information: 512-474-5664, thelongcenter.org 

 


